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THE FIRST CHAPTER 


i 
{ 


Containing an Introduttion to the enſuing Diſcourſe. 


| Here is nothing can fully Fecifi oos on 
; | - | edomine , 
 ſatisfie the mind of Man ;c\jcumet 


| but that which 1s aboue cor noftrum 
man,all the treaſures and 99nec requi- 
; - eſcatin re, 
riches vnder Heavencan- ug.tib.x.conf. 
not make vp a proporti- cap.t, 
onable obje&t for the 
ſoule. For that which 
muſt terminate the de- 
{ fires of ſo excellent and 
divine a nature , muſt bee 
ofa correſpondent & like condition with it,that 1s,in- | 
finite and immortall. Now no ſublunary bleſſings ex- 
tend thus farre: All worldly happineſſe, and carthly 
- delights haue their changes , and haye their death. 
They are ſhort in their continuance, and vncomforta- 
ble in their end. For they leaue vs, when we leaue the 
world, and they nothing availe vs in the day. of triall, 
whenour bodies ſhall deſcend into the flinue vally,6& 
our ſoules returne to Godthart gaue them,then all the 
Fay Iz A choiceſt 
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choiceſt comtorts of thjs life glide away from vs as 
the ſtreame,and the ſunne of our ioy will ſer for ever. 
Our beautie wherein wee haue ſo much prided our 
{clues , ſhall turne into-rottenneſſe,, our mirth into 
wormewood,ourglory into duſt. Now ifthis be the 
condition, it fuchthe ſtate of ourbelt pleaſing conten- 
rations. here below, how vndiſcreetly,improuident of: 
our ſoules welfare ſhould we be,to bound our afftei- 
ans onthethings of this world , what amadneſle be. 
yondadmiration,were it invs,totrifle out ourtime,to- 
waſte and weare out our moſtpretious dates inthe va- 
nities vnderthe ſunne, as if God had placed vs here 
. on earth, like the Leviathan in the Sea , totake our - 
paſtime in it; to ingulfe our ſoules into the ſenſuall 
pleaſures of chis life,as if we had'neither hope nor ex- 
peRation of a life ro come, whatan intollerable ſtupi-. 
ditic were it, for the ſhort fruition of a momentary 
content here, to plunge our {clues for everlaſtingnes 
into a ſca,as it were of fire and brimſtone, where wee 
ſhall ſee no bankes.,and feele no bottome. Me thinkes 
the ſerious conſideration hereof, ſhould even cut rhe 
heart,and damp the mirth , and wound the very loule 
of the moſt glorious and {clte. pleaſing worldling, 
whole lifeis nothing buta change: of-recreations , ro 
toinkeypon his fading ſtare, his fowing condition,his 
declining 1oy, his dying life, and endiefic eternitie, to 
ſee howall things in him,and about him goe ſpeedily 
forward in a moſt ſenſible declination,to behold with. 
his cies, how his goods,and his greatneſle, his liuings, 
and his lite, and all the moſt pretious delights-which 
his ſeniuall heart enioyes , are.already winged as it 
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were for their flight , and muſt ſhortly bid him an e- 
verlaſting farwell. And then what ſhall bee his ſtay, 
where ſqnall be his ſhelrer , what will remaine to bce. 
done,but with that ſad anddiſconſolate Heathen, to 
ſhut vp all in that hopcleſle and helplefle lamentation, 
Anxins vixi , dubins morior , heu quo vado, I haue 
| ſquandred out my life in an vnfruitfull way , I haueli- 
ved vnrefoluedly, and dic doubtfully , andnow whe- 
ther away O my ſoule,woe is thee and alas for ever- 
more. And ſuch is thebitter cloſe , and vncomforta- 
ble eride of all thoſe who goe deſperately onin the 
waies of their hearts,and in the fight of their etes, and 
make not God their ſtrength ; though their excellen- 
cy mount vp to the heauens (faith 7oþ) and their heads 
reach vnto the cloudes, yet ſhall they periſh for euer 
astheir doung , and the eye which hath feene them 
ſhall doe ſono more, 9b. 20. 6. O then how deepely 
doth it concerne vs,to raiſe vp our defires to things a- 
boue,to fix our hearts vpon the true rocke, to drawe 
our waters of comfort from the euerliuing fountaine, 
to truſt ſo much more onGod, by how much we haue 
lefle on earth to truſt to. Now for our better incou- 
ragementtothis dutie, and to the end wee may the 
more eaſily vnlooſe ousafteRions from the imbrace- 
ments of this world,it will not bee vnworthy our la-. 
bour to meditate a while vpon the nature of that 
Eternitie which doth vnavoidably abide for vs either 
in horror or happineſle in the life to come, 


Az CHAP. 
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CHAP, 1T. 


Containing adeſcriptionof Eternitie,with abriefe 
declaration of the nature axd condition of it. 


"7 Ternitie is an infinite , endlefle , bottomeleſſe 
oulte, which no line can faddome , no time can 
*— reach,no age canextendto, no tongue can Cx-. 
prefle, It is a duration alwaies preſent , a being al. 
Was in being, it 1s one perpetyall day,which ſhall ne- 
ver ſeean Evening. Infinite are the deſcriptions of the 
Ancients,and divers their expreſſions, touching this 
Eternitie. The Egyptians conceiuing that God was 
cternall , and his duration and being to bee properly 
rcarmed Eternitie, repreſented the diuine power by a 
Circle, which had neither beginningnor end. And 
hence it was thatthe Ancient Romans creed Tem- 
ples which they dedicated 'rotheir Sods.ina circular 
figure. Thus Numa Pompilizs deuoteda round Tem- 
ple tothe Maieſtie of Feſta. And Auguſtus Cxfar the 
like in honour of all the Gods : Pythagoras the better 
roexpreſle that-God was etcrnall, commanded his 
Schollersthat ſo oft as they, accommodated them- 
{clues tothe warſhipof Godythey ſhould turnethem- 
ſelues round; The Turkes euery morning afcend into 
an high Tower. built in the faſhion of the Egyptian 
Pyramides,where they deuoutly falutetheir God and 
Mahomet, crying with alowd and roaring voice, Pe- 
us ſemper fuit ſemper, erit, God alwaies hath beenc. 
and cuer will be, Mercurius Triſmegiſtus,the moſt ta. 
mous among the Philoſophers, repreſented. God the 
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- true Eternitie by an intelleuall ſpheare, whoſe Cen. 


ter was cuery where,but without any circumfercnce, 
becauſc he was the beginning andende of all things, 
not bounded within any compaſſe,nor terminated in 
any limits .It was an vſuall cuſtome among the Naſo- 
mofs , an ancierit people in Africa, thatthey coveted 
todyc ſitting,and would alwaie be buried in the ſame 
poſture ſitting in Cells vnderneath the earth, and this 
they did to fignifie by that vnmoueadle geſture, that 
they ſhould now fing a requiem from the buſineſſe of 
this troubleſome world, and. had now ariuced at the 
bauen of eternall quietneſſe: Thus we fee how theſe 
miſerable heathen who had no other light but nature, 
no-other guide butthoſe lame and corrupted princi- 
ples, which were leftinthem after the fall , did not- 
withſtanding*according to their broken and weake 
apprehenfions , tire out themſelues 11 the expreſſion 
of Eternitie, and how. euerthey were vahappily 1gno- 
rantinthe waies of God in this life, yet they earneſtly 
laboured to know what ſhould become of themſclues. 
hereafter,andrto finde out the ſtate of the life to come: 
Oh how juſtly might I (were it nota digreſſio3l) rake 
vpalamentation and deplore the wretched condition 
of ourtimes, how ſhort doe wee fall, cuen ofthe per- 
fe&tion of Heathens, what man 1s there amongſt vs, 
that caſteth forth ſo much as a thought vponEcernuy? 
wee -liue here as if there were nolite hereafrer. Our 
Earth is our Heauen , and our pleaſures , our Para- 
dice,we crowne our heads with roſe buds, weeeate of 
the fat,and drinke ofthe ſweet,and ſay in our. hearts, 
no cuill ſhall happento vs , 7 yet when we hauc Op 
| 3 all,, 
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all, Omnes humane conſolationes ſunt deſolationes , 
Hcarts eaſe will not growcin this earthly garden, the 
true reſt will not be found, but in the true place, the 
ererna}] Hieruſalem , ſound and entire contentment 
hath no rooting inthis world. For as onehath it ex- 
.« Diſpene & cellently * diſpoſe & marſhall all things to thine own 
ordina ownia hearts defire,yet ſhalt thou (doe what thou canſ(t J{Ull 
lecuntt vi MCEct With ſome crofle or preſure-inthe way. Since it 
dere, & non Is fo., let vs not then determinate our attections in 
myenics, nib theſe earthly things, which are of no continuance,but 
lemper 9% let vs ſend our hearts before vs to thoſe heavenly 
guid pati de- | ; , | 
| aþe:c,auripone Manſions where they ſhall be crowned with fulneſlC 
ic ant invee.. Ot Nappineſle, and ſhall ſwimmein ſtreames of plea- 
ſewperinye- TUres for evermore. Certainely there is no true reſt 
nies, but that which iseternall , & the ſweeteſt refreſhment 
our ſoules can finde in this world , conſiſtsin the ſeri- 
ous meditation of the 10yes to come, in devoting our 
{clues andall we haue to his ſeruice, from whom wee 
haue them, intruſting to him, and relying on him, for 
out of God the ſoule findes no reſting place to ſer her 
toot on,butevery where ſtormes and Wauecs , death & 
hell abide her, when we haue improued Gur content- 
ments to the very height of our deſires, when we haue 
actained as much happinefle as the worldcangiue vs, 
yetthen may we be cut off perchance in the midſt of 
our daies,when our breaſts are full of milke, andour 
bones full of marrow,or ſuppoſe we ſpinne the thred 
of our life toa longer day, and God. crowne vs here 
with the bleſſings of his left hand, the comforts of 
thislife,and length of yeares,yeathoughall things fa- | 
vour our longercontinuance inthis world , yet inthe 
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ycares to an cnd, like a tale that is told,and ſhall vanith 
away like a ſhadow,though we liue many yeares, and 
in them all we retoice, yet inthe end we ſhall remem- 
ber the daies of darkneſle,faith Solomoz, and the tune 
ſhall come thatthe eye which faw.vs , ſhall fee vs no 
more, *The Sunne ſets,and riſeth agate, hut wealas 
when ourglaſle is runne,and the ſhort glcame of our 


ſummons, when the dead ſhall heare the voice of the 
ſonne of God , and they that heare it ſhall live , and 


to the reſurrection of life, and they that hane done c- 
vill to the reſurrection of condemnation, both to Eter- 
nitie,and then ſhall follow that large day,that ſhall ne- 
ver ſhutin,that infinite continuation of time that ſhall 
neuerend, that valimited Erernitie , v-hich ever hath 
beene,and is,and will be the ſame for ener , whenrhe 


Sunne ſhall no more yeeld her light by day , northe 
Mioone her brightneſſe by night,but God ſhall be our: 


light,and the Lord our glory, But oh the vnhappy 
condition of our age, whois there that ponders thetc 


things with adigeſted meditation , that lookes into 


the ſtate of his foule with a ſerious eye, that examines 


his conſcience , vnvaileth his heart, and conſidereth - 


his waies. That endeauours to lay a good foundari- 


on for the time to come., wee ſtand at the doore of 


Eternitie,and while we line, we are-cuery day entring 
intoit,it's but aſtroake of death & weare gone , cvcn 
in amoment,and whether? from our ſhort and fading 
delights, ro.an endleſle, caſeleiſe gulfe , where our 
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; ; puliunt, nobis 
ſommers day is ſpent, ſhall neuer returne till. our laſt cumoccider, | 
ſerel brevis 
Ju x,nox eſt 
YON perpetuo vna .. 
come forth of their graues,thev that hane done good dormicada. 
Cal, 
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worme ſhall never die , nor our fire ſhallneuer our. 
Now letall thoſe who {wim in the ſtreames of their 
voluptuouſneſle,putting far from them the evill day, 
who labour to expell trom their hearts, and to ſtifle 
in the bud the ſad conſideration of their approaching | 
infelicities,let them (I ſay) knowe, that they may fall þ 
into this yaſt gulie of Eternitie , when they leaſt {it- 
{pet it; into which when once they haue vnhappily 
plunged themſclues,they may defire redemption, bur 
ſhall not finde it. * It ſhall be one of their torments, to 
know they ſhall never be out of torment. All the gold 
of Ophercannot purchaſe them one minute of reliefe 
from their vnexpreſſible miſeries. But now,cuen now 
is the jubile,now is the accepted time, now is the pro- 
mulgation of pardon, thereremaines nothing for our 
parts,but to = it forth , we need not many hundred 
of ycaresor number of daies ro redeeme our miſpent ' | 
time,and to waſh out our contracted pollutions, no, 
one day,may through Gods gratious favour , and lo- 
ving indulgence, procure more mercy-here,then Eter- 


nitic oftime may obtaine hereafter, one ſighfrom a 


true ſorrowfull heart here , ſhall prevaile ro diſcharge 
more debts, then infinite ages ſhall acquir or ſarisfie 
tor hereafter, Here God withpatience expects our 
repentance, but if we abuſe his forbearance and come 
not in, hereafter with trembling weeſhall abide his 
judgement: 

Letvs therefore be wiſe in time , and remember 
Our creator in the daics of our youth, betorethe evill 
daies come , and the yeares approach, wherein wee 
ſhall ſay,we hare no pleaſure inthem , before our duſt 
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returne:into the wombe from whence it came., and 
ourlungs be locked vp into the breſtleſſe earth, be- 
tore that black and gloomy day,the day of death and 
| diſlolutienappeare to vs the which (it our timely re- 
\ $ pentancehere prevent not our doome) willfeale vp 
- & ourſoulesto eternall darknefle. Letvsconfider that 
whereſocuer weare, whatſoeuer wee goe abour, wee 
ftandeuery minute of our time in the glorious pre- 
lence of an* incomprehenſible maieſtie, whoſe bright 
and moſt piercing eye, is ten thouſand times clearer 
then the Sunne,who knows all hearts, ſees allaCtions, 
vnderſtands allcouncells , viewes all perſons, there's 
nota word in the tongue, not a thought in the heart, 
' not a ſparke of luſt in the fleſh,though neuer fo ſoftly 


 & blowne,andſecretly kindled,but he beholds it altoge- 
EE ther, heisall carcto heare,all handro puniſh, & when 
Ct E and wherchepleaſe,all power to protec,andallgrace 
» | ro pardon, hetharfindes not his mercy ,ſhall feele his 


Z Ffury:and'whoamangſt vs can dwell with, deyouring 
YZ firc,who amongſt vs can dwell with everlaſting buy- 
Sg ning? | 


L 

= 

#--1 CHAP. III- : 

4 x E xpreſang how all menao e naturally 
beleene this Eternity. 


| LW 7 [thin theſe hundred yeares many nations 
4 y /  haue|beene difcouerediand many atediſco- 

.* yeredftill which were vnfound in former 
ages. Amongſt them ſome haue beene found to' live 
without law , without King , but yetnonewithout 
a | B {ome 


Immanifeftus 
omnia autem 
maniteſtans 
per omnia af) 
paret & in 
omnibus, 
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fome knowledge of God, and of ſome everlaſting be- 
ing in the world tocome. What moued the Brack- 
mans in India,and the <Magies. amongſt the Perſrans,, 
to begin and end their vndertakings with prayers to. 
God? What moued Publix Scipio never to-cnter into: 
the Senate houſe before he had aſcended the Capstall, 
avowing that principle as conſtantly in: his practiſe as. 
he did inhis knowledge , A Tove principinum? What 
made Galigela(which threatned the aire if it rained: 
on his game-plaies)yer,torunne vnder his: bed', and 

_ wrap his cappe about his headat a clap of thunder? 
What moued A7tzllius Regulus (who had no other- 
tcacher thena naturall jllumination ) to preferre the 
obligation ofthis oath before the ſafty of his.lite,and: 
rather then he would breake his ingaged word and. 
promiſe tothe Carthaginians , expoſe himlelte toell. 
the torments that the cruelty and malice of his eni- 
mies could inflict vpon him? what moued the Sagun-. 
tinesa people of 4rragonto-that vndaunted reſoluti-. 
on of theirs, who hauing plightcd their faith and loy- 
alty by folemne oath tothe Romans, choſe rather to. 
entombe themſclues. voluntarily ina fire which they, 
made in their Marker place,then:to-breake their faith 
tothe ſaid Romaxs.,whichthey had {gſolemnly ſwore- 
andſacredly avowed vndertheir proteGion? what , I 
ſay, could moue theſe mcere naturakiſts. to ſuch a. 
icare of anoath; to ſuch atrembling. at Gods.iudge- 
ments,to-{fuchauſterity,and care , and: cenſorious cir-- 
cumſpecion inall ther waies.and: ations, bur thar 
they naturally apprehended:whart they truly &diſtin- 

ly vndecſtood not,vi7: Someimmagytall pins 
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and everlaſting being? and this they conceaued was 
beyond the mountaines,or aboue them,or in ſome 0- 
ther world,they knew not where , according as their 
ſeverall fanciesled them. 

- Certainely they would never haneſo much vnder- 
valued their earthly contentments , and fold all the 
comforts of this life(as ſome ofthem did) at fo cheap 
a rate, butthar they truſted to ſome future reſt of 
more enduring ſubſtanceafter this life,and comforta- 
bly expeRed the immortall fruition of ſuch ioyes as 
ſhould abundantly countervaile the lofle of all their 
pleaſures. When I revolue in. my minde the Szoical! 
reſeruedneſfe,the moderation,the vnconquerablecou- 
rage of theſe miſerable Heathens,when Iſee Cleombro- 
1 in hope of immortaliticto tumble himſelfe vo- 
luntarily downe a hill, whenlT ſee Socrates ſmile vpon 
his hemlocke,and fullen Scevola burne off his owne 
hand without euer gnaſhing his reethat ir , when I ſce 
Marcus Cato ſcorne his owne life becauſe his enimie 
oaucithim,and teareoff the ſalue from his bleeding 
f1des, which his owne ſword had peirced: When I 
thus behold theſe vnhappy ſoules in the light of na- 
ture,ro conquer natureit ſelfe,and to build thele their 
reſolutions vp6 no other ground but the {lender hope 
of ſome vnknowne contentment in the life ro come, 
methinkes theſe magnanimousadts of theirs howeuer 
they are not for the imitation of vs Chriſtians,yet doe 
they tend to our condemnation. Their hope did ex- 
ccedtheir knowledge,8 our knowledge doth exceed 
our practiſe. God hathrevealed to vs theimmortality 
of the ſoule,and the eternity tocome, in a farre more 
B 2 cleare 
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cleare and. perſpicuous manner,then euer tothe heas | 
then Idolaters,and yet we l:fle regard.it: what ſhould 
more affect ys here ſince our life. is bura vapour, then 
to knowe what ſhall become of ys hereafter? and yet 
the confiderationhercofhes like a waight of lead. vp. 
on our ſoules; and we tadge the very: thought hereof 
a burthen. Vice readily.apprehend ſuchthings as con- 
cerne vs in this world:;our honours, our preferments, 
our pleaſures: we looke on witha cheerefull eye: but 
alas with how flow, and dull-a pace doe we proceed in 
the purſuitot our future blefledneſſe? wee meet with 
many ſtops in onr:way,many turnings it our journey: 
and the truth is wee muſt not expe to arriveat ſo 
happy a hauen without ſome ſtormes ; butiwhar are 
theſe to Etcrnitie that long day that ſhall ncuer ſhut in, 
that vnum perpetuum hodie,that beginning everin be- 
ginning,in whichthe bleſſed doe cuerlaſtingly enioy 
their happineſſe,and renew their pleaſures., and the 
damned are alwaics dying yet never dye! O thatthe 
meditation-ofthis our future ſtate could ſinke deepe 
enough into our hearts, that we wauld make that the 
obie& of ourthoughts here,which muſt be the obiect 
of our accounts bereafter;thar the ſenſe of our ſinnes 
were the chiefe matter of-our ſorrowes.. then ſhould 
we enioy ancternitie hereafter boundleile for time, 
cndlefſefor - happinefle , where our ioyes ſhould bee 
luch.as ſhould neither.change nor periſh: 
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C AP. IV. 
Explaining how Nature hath repreſented and 
fhaddowed ont Eternity tovs inſume 
pin of the creatures, 


Ow to the end wee ſhould bee the farther en- 
| couraged ynto the inquiſition of eternity, 
God hath not only planted the knowledge 
hereof inthe hearts ofthe Heathers bur hath alſo re- 
preſented it inthe nature of the creatures. For if wee 
fearch with a narrow eye into the ſecrets of nature, 
how many things ſhall wee finde in the world, as 
lively reſemblances, ſhadowing as it were, and trace- 
ing out vnto vs this eternity* © Solinms reports of a 
ſRone in Arcadia which being once inflamed burnes 
perpetually. Andof this marrer were your burning 
lampes made;,which coutinued (as Hiſtories ſpeake) 
fo many hundreth yeares in anctent Sepulchers, Like 
hereynto in the nature of it is your ' Linum vivum:, a 
ceitaine kinde of linnen knowne in 1ndj4 which ts. 
yncombuſtible, nay itis not only, not conſumed: by 
the fire but it isas it were cleanſed and waſhed: & pu-. 
riftedby rhe heate thereof; and hence it was that-the 
body of theancient Romane Emperors when they were 
to be buried-according to'the' funeral! rites of thofe- 
times, wereſhrouded vpinto- ſuch linnen to preſcrue 
their aſhes and to avoide a confuſion and mixture of 
their bodies with common duſt. 
Behold, herenatureitſelfe ſuggeſts-an eternity to 
thy ſoule, while it preſentsto thee ſuch things as the 
| B 3 fire 
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fire cannot conſume, many other ſuch Symboles and 
repreſentations of immortality may bee found inthe 
'booke of the creatures. The Salamander liueth inthe 
fire and periſheth not, thofe famous hills in Szc/ty 
haue beene on fixecontinually, beyond the memory 
.of man, and yet remaine whole and vnconſumed, 
The like we reade, of that 0leum inrombuſtivile (as 
Hiſtorians call it) an oyle that ever burnes, but will 
never waſte, & of the matter of this was that burning 
torch compoſed, which was fouud in Tx{ola,daugh- 
ter of Cicero her ſepulcher: which continued burnin 
fifteene hundreth yeares. Theie and many other ſhad- 
dowes and traces of eternity, God hath vouchſafed vs 
to ſtirre yp our dead and drowly heartsto a more ex- 
act inquiſition and ſerious conſideration of the time 
tocome, For in the booke of thecreature wee may 
ſeethe power of the Creator and out ofthele particu- 
larworkes ofhis we may vnderſtand that, that God 
which hath endowed nature with ſuch admirable 
qualitics can giuethe fleſh alſo ſuch a condition, that 
it ſhall endure according to his mercifull diſpenſation 
either torments or, happineſle for evermore. - 

Now then to draw all this to aniflue, ſince it is vn- 
doubredly true that God hath provided an everlaſting 
being forthe ſoules.of men in the world to come; 
ſince he hath engrauen the knowledge hereofas with 
anTron penin the conſciences of the Heathen, fincehe 
bath giucnvs ſo many liuely reſemblances and tra- 
ces thereof in the ſecrets of nature, and in the workes 
of his creation, Oh how ſhould the meditation of this 
take vp Qurdcepeſt thoughts, our refineſt affeRions? 

| how 
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ho w ſhouldthis cauſe vs to refle& vpon our ſoules; to 
ponder our waiesand with an vndazeled and. vnde- 
fembling cye throughly to trye and to deſcry clearc- 
ly our owne (tate, waether we bealready waſhed with 
the blood of Chriſt and enliuened with a ſupernatu- 
rall vigour and life of grace, or yet ly polluted in 
our owne blood? 

Oh, how canany-man be at reſt and quiet in his 
minde, till he be aſſured and ſecured in this point;fince 
that yponit depend his everlaſting eſtate in another 
world? our daies wee {ceare wouen with- a. ſlender 
thred, ourtime ſhort, our end vncertaine, and when 
the oyle 1n.our lampes is ſpent, and our glafſe runne: 
out,. then ex vnico: momento peudet duplex eternitas, 
we flyin-amomenttoan everlaſting being either in 
horror or happineſſe, where weeſhall receiue accor-. 
ding to the workes of our hands. If wee hane appro- 
vedour ſelues fincere in Gods ſervice, iſt in our acti- 
ens, diligent in our callings, fai:hfull in otir promt. 
ſes, wee ſhall then attainerhe end of our faith, the ſal-. 
vation of our ſoules. and the conſcience of our well. 
ſpent life, (hallar that diſmall day repleniſh our. ſoules. 
with abundance of confolations. 

Thenall our teares ſhall bee wiped from oureyes; 
what we haue ſowgd in forrow, we ſhall reape in1oy,. 
whenwe haue finiſhed our courſe & ended our com. : 
bate with ſinne and death- then ſhall our crowne bee. 

ſure,our victory glorious., and our triumph Eternal, 
our graye hallbebur asa ſiveet refreſhing place to our. 
wearied bodies, and death ſhall be our. day ſtarre ro 
everlaſting brightneſle, 
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But on the'other fide if wee haue inthe whole 
courſe of our warfare here , expended ourpretious 
time inthe ſervice of finne and Sathan, and crambled 
away the beſt and choiceſt ot our yeares in the Juſts 
of the flcſh,and ſports of vanity ;thenthe iflue of all 
will be death;and our end deſtruction. Our mitth wil 
be turned into wormewood , and our 1oy into heaui- 
neſſe:-all ourdelights in this carth ſhall vanith as the 
flower,ourſun ſhall ſet inacloud,and our daies of iol- 
lity and contentation ſhall irrecoverably be involued 
andcurned into perpetuall darknefle. Ve 


CHAP. V. 


Containing a ſhort digreſiion touching the 
eternity of the damned. 


N D here itwill notbe vnſca{onable , norany 

AA cigetion from the point 1n hand to conſider 
with our ſelues,for our better encouragement 

to the waies of holineſſe, the condition of that eterni- 
ty whichthe damned haue in hell. O the vnhappy and 
ever deplorable ſtate of thoſe pooteſoules, who fecle 
nothing tor the preſent-but wrath and vengeance, and 
canexpedct nothing to come but the vialls of Goas in- 


' dignation to'be powred on thenggin a fuller meaſure | 
Nec qui ror- for ever after! And that which 'addes abundant ' 
quet,aliquan 6 $0 enitdori ed ic ded th itt ; 
P pac weight to their miſcries is; they.ſhall:burne but nor 


NeC-qul 'tor- 


diminiſh; they ſhall lye buried in thewflames, butnot 
querur,ali- 
.quando mort 
tur;Bernard, 


emeditat.cap, 3- puniſhment conliſts not inthe indurance of any pro- 


per | 
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. conſume; they ſhall ſeeke death; burſliallnot finde it: | 
they ſhall defireit, but it ſhall ye fronrchem? their 
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per or peculiar paine,but in the accumulation & heap 
of innumerable torments together, All the faculties 
of the {oule,all the ſenſes of the body ſhall haue thierr 
ſeuerall puniſhments,and that which is more, vnſepa- 
rable,and more then thar,eternall: There ſnall bee as 
degrees in their torments,but the leaſt ſhalbe infnite. 
For as the wrath and diſpleaſnre of God toward them 
is cyerlaſting,ſo ſhall their preſſures be. They enioy 
an eternity like the Saints, but not the Saints eternity; 
for their eternity ſhall beginne in horror , and procecd 
in confuſion: their eternity ſhall purchaſe and yeeld ro 
them no other fruit but yellings and lamentations, 8 
woe. Their eternity is ſuch as turnes all,things intoits 
owne nature - forallthings where the damned doe in- 
* habitareeternall. The fire is eternall - forthe breath 
. * ot Godlikeariver of brimſtone hath kindled it, and 
Y 2 it ſhallneuer goe outnight nor day; but the ſmoake 
'} thereofſhallaſcend for cuer. The worme is eternall, 
2 fortheconſcience of the damned ſhall be eeverlaſting- 
ly tormented with the ſenſe of their finne; Their 
worne dicth not, ( faith the Prophet Jand their fire ne- 
ver goeth out. The priſon wherein they are incloſed 
is cternall, The prayers of the Church could open the 
prifon doores to Peter,but no prayers can plerce theſe 
walls,no power can ouerthrowe them, no time cat . 
ruine them;out of Hell is noredemprion,no ranſome, 
no delivery, Cruciantur damnati, cruciantar in ater - 
3 zum, This isthe laſt ſentence of the Iudge, his irrevo- 
* & cabledecree, his immurable and eternall 1udgement 
# vpon the damned , which ſhall neuer bee reuerſed : Adeſſe intole. | 
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no reverſing this judgement , when theſentence is 
Ace paſt it ſtands for eternity , Hence it was that the 
ancient { hurch repeated this [enrence often 1n their di- 
vine ſervice, Peccantem me quotidie, &f non me peniten- 
tem,timor mortis conturbat me quiain inferno nulla eſt 
redemptio. Whilſt I daily {inne but repent not daily 
as I ought,the tcare of death amazeth me, becauſe at- 
ter this life ended, out of hell is no redemprion. The 
blood of Chriſt ſhed on Golgotha, is fully ſufficient to 
laue all man-kinde,bur it belongs nor to the damned. 
It therefore the yoake of repenrance {ceme not {weer 
to thee ({aith St Bernard) thinke on that yoake which 
thou ſhalt be ſure to ſuffer , which is Goe yee curſed 
intocternal fire.But the moſt deplorable thing which. 
1s eternall in hell,1s the irrevocable lofte of the beati- 
ficall preſence of Ged,the cternall priuation of God's 
fight,the vncomfortable want whereof, doth more 
grieue their hearts, and wound their afflicted ſoules, 
then allcheir bodily torments. Thus wee ſee the vn- 
happy eſtate and condition of the damned inthe other 
world.,and how the higheſt linke in all this chaine of 
ſorrowes, wherewith they are enuironed, is the miſe- 
rable perpetuitie of their torments , when theirreſt. 
lefle thoughts haue caretully runne through many 
thouſands of yeares, yer will they not then. enioy one 
day,onelittle houre,one minute ofreft and reſpirati- 
on. Everlaſting darkneſle is their portion, they beginne 


and end alike , with weeping and gnaſhing of teeth... ! 


Now lince this is certainely true, 1s it poffible that 
man ſhould be fo forgetfull of 6od and himſelfe? Can 


be fo farre degenerate intoa beaſt,and indurate into a |» 
| one 
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ſtone, as to read theſe things and not beleeue them, 
or beleeue theſe things and not to tremble? Can the 
knowledge of theſe things ſwim in our braine wich. 
out a ſerious and ſound digeſtion of them into our 
hearts? when we ſce,and knowe, and belceue, that in- 
explicable,cternall, endlcſle, caſelefle horrors , with- 
out true and vnfained repentance , abide vs hereafter; 
and onthe other fide we knowe not , nor can poſſibly 
diſcerne with how ſpeedy and ſwifta foor our end 
approacheth,nor how ſuddenly wee ſhall be fummo- 
ned ro giue the world our euerlaſting farwell; How 
can ſo fad and importanta conſideration as this, pol. 
icfſe ourthoughts and not torment them?or how can 
this chuſe butimbitter our deareſt pleaſures , 8& crofle 
our indulgence to our ſenſuall affeftions? Did we but 
reaſona while with our ſoules,and euery one of vs in 
a particular application ſay within himſelfe: I am here 
floating like a ſhip in the ſea of this world ballaſed on 
every {1de with the cares and diſquietings & preſſures 
ofthis life,and I ſayle on with full courſe towards the 
hauen of Eternity , one little blaſt of death is able to 
plunge me irrecouerably into this bottomeleſle gulfe, 
where one houres torment will infinitely exceed (for 
the paine of it)an hundred yeares bitter repentance. 
And ſhall I now thus ſtanding vpon the very battle. 
ments of hell, melt in my delights, cheere vp my ſelfe : 
in the dayes of my youth, ſhall I tyre out my ſpirits, 
trifle out my pretious time,rob mine eyes of their be- 
loucd fleepe for ſuch things , to the which the time 
will come,when I muſt bid an everlaſting farewell ? 
Me thinks the thorough meditation of our future ſtate 
C 2 ' ſhould 
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ſhould even ſtrangle our {enſuall toyes in vs., & with- 
drawe our hearts. from the embracements of this 
world,e{pecially. when wee ſhall tro our endleſte ſor- 
row vaderſtand,our deareſt contents muſt clole at the 
laſt in death and contuſion;and all our precedent plea- 
{ures ſhall yceld vs no otherfruit but their bitter. re- 
membrance to augment qur forrowes. 


CAP. 6: 


Wherein the queſtion is anſwered wherefore a finite. 
{inne, is recompenſed with an infinite puniſh- 
ment, wherein alſo i farther ſhewed 
that the ſeverity of Goas 
iuſticetherein doth nowaze 
diminiſh the greatneſſe 
of his mercy. 


 T OW hereariſeth a queſtion to bee reſolved;. 
how comes it to paſle, that our mercifull and 

i - eratious God, who 1s ſo infinite in his go0d-. 
nefſe and ſo abundant in his loue , whole praiſcs rhe 
Prophet Davidamplifies in his 136, plalme, rwenty 
ſeauen times together, with this. concluſion ; for hrs 
mercy endureth for ever, how can it ſrande, rhat this 
our God, whole mercy 1s thus exalted aboue al] his 
workes, ſhould be thus inftnitely mercitull , and yer 
ſoinfinitely uſt too, asto inflict ypon a finite ſinne 
aninfinite puniſhment, that he ſhould continue milli- 
ons of yeares, yea to everlaſtingneſſe, in the avenge- 
ment of thoſe ſinnes which were commitred as it 
were ina moment of time, ſo that hee who hath: of- 
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fended but temporally, ſhould bee bound to ſuffer 


paines eternally?I an{were, wee ſthallſuthicienly vin- 
dicate and clearc Gods righteous dealing rowards vs 
herein, if wee meaſure his iuſtice but by our owne 
rules:* for doth any law proportion out the time of 
puniſhment tothe time only in which the offence is 
commited, and {o meaſure the continuance of the 
pennalty by thetime of the fault ? Shall the priſo- 
ner lyenolonger inthe Goale, then he is committing 
his villanie? Doe not wee here amongſt vs often ſec 


 fome offences which were ſuddenly thought of fand 


as ſoone executed, yet puniſhed with endlefſe date- 
lcſſe banifhments, which in compariſon to this life 
beare a proportion with eternity ? Now if the wiſ- 
dome of man doth follow this rule 1n proportioning- 
of puniſhments,weighing oftences by the fowlenes of 
the fact, Shall wee denie Godthe righteous 1udge of 


all the world the ſame liberty overthe workes of his. 


owne hands? Againe if this will not fatisfie our in- 
quiſitiue mindes, letvs but take our owne hearts to 
taske, and fifte them to the bortome, and. impartially 


S:ce'us non 
Lemports ;ofte 
girudine ſed 
iniquitatis 
magniiudine 
merienduin 
elt. 4us. de Ci- 
vita'. Der bib, 
2I 644.11, 


weigh (what a world of pollution and deceipte and. 


perverſeneſle is lodged in them, and then certainely 
wee ſhall finde matter enough againſt our ſelues with. 


out farther inquiry for our endlefle condemnation: - 


our owne conſciences willteſtity to the confutton of 
our faces, that iuſt is the Zord,and uſt are his Indge- 


* 


Nec iniuſta &« 


ments, that allthe waies of the Lord are mercy. and jus vratia nee. 
truth,” thathis grace isnor vniuſt nor his Inſtice cru- crudel» poreſt: 


ell: Adde hereynto that the fault of its owne nature 


elle wſ{tira, 
Auz de Civit, 
Deilib, 23,c,11. . 


i5 infinite, becauſe it 1s a {inne againſt an infinite mate- 
C 3 ſty. . 
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ſty? Gods Tuſtice being infinite, the violation thereof 
by ſinne muſt needs contra an infinite debt; becauſe 
in ſinning we rob Godof his glory, which wee muſt 
needs repaic him againe: Now the fatisfation of 
an infinite debt, muſt needs bee infinite either in re- 
ſpe of time or meaſure, And becauſe a finite veſlel] 
is notable to hold or comprehend an infinite wrath 
foraſmuch as wee cannot beare Gods indignation, 
propter immenſitatem doloris, wee muſt of neceſſity 
ſatisfie his Iuſtice, duratione temporis, the long con- 
rinuance of our ſufferings muſt ſupply what is want- 
ing in the weight of our puniſhments. Againe he that 
dies in his ſinne without repentance,oftends as much 
as if he had ſinned eternally, quia omenis peccator eff in 
eternum,, fi in eternum vixiſſet, in eternum peccaſſet, 
7.0, had hee liuedeternally , his finne had extended 
Peccandi vo. £9 thelengrh of his daies* fora man ſooner ceaſethto 
luntatem non live then to loue his finne, and therefore God may 
amiir ed \i- tuſtly after many thouſand yeares torments in Hell, 
an iterate their torments tothe damned: becauſe if the 
had longer abode in their finfull fieſh, they would ſtill 
haue perpetuated their ſinfull tranſgreſhons. Oh let 
not then finfull fleſh contend with its maker, let not 
vs prye into the heavens, nor curiouſly ſearch 
into the ſecrets of Gods will, to finde a reaſon 
of the obligation of a ſinner to perpetuall puniſhment, 
but rather in the lowlines of our heartes crie out with 
Daniell, O Lord righteouſnefle belongs vnto thee, but 
to vs open ſhame, becauſe wee haue rebelled againſt 
thee: let vs caſt downe our ſoules atthe foote of his 
grace, and humbly acknowledge in the ſence of our 
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detormities, thar juſt is the Zord,& juſt are his judge- 
ments. Our weake vnderſtandings can no way fa- 
thomethe depth of his counlells; his wiſdome is vn- 
ſearchable and all his waies are truth: but did we truly 
apprehend the nature of our finnes, wee would never 
: repineat the weight of Gogs Iudgements,for whereas 
2 CGodmademana noble creature, both beautifull and 
! glorious, and after ſtamped on him his owne Image, 
| righteouſneſle and true holineſle, how ſtrangely hath 
his ſfinne difrobed him of all his excellencies , what 
> rebellionhath ir ſerledinall his members, whar ſtaines . 
2? andpollutions hath it wrought in all his faculties? 
> Iris ourfinne which hath vnioynted the confedera- 
cies and ſocieties of the dumbe creatures, and hath 
armed them with an antipathy and rebellion one a- 
gainſt another, Ir is finne which bath ſo ſtrangely al. 
rered the manners and conditions of our times, that 
hath turned mens browes into braſle, and their hearts 
into ſtones, and their hands into blood, and their 
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| - Ongues into Scorpions. It is fin which hath wroughr 
| ; ſuchaconfuſionand Chaos in all things vnder the 
t 3} Sunne,which hath changed truth intro flattery, fub- 
t } {tancesintoformes,nature intoarte,decency into new 
1 2}  fanglednefſe, renting of hearts. into cutting: of: gar- 
n _} ments. Iris finnel ſay which in this our age hath 
r, } diſfolnedthoſeſweete obligations of peace and cor- 
h 3} refpondency, which were formerly knitte berweene 
it } our neighbournations. and inſteedethercofhath ſenr 
| 3} 1n, fire and ſword amongſt them;& that hath rowled 


is 4 vp within theſe few yeares ſo many Noble ſpirits in 
$ thole parts into blood and deſtruction . And laſtly it 
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is our {inthar ſhall atthat laſt & dreadfull day tu!'"E 
the very Elements into fire, and the whole frame of 
this world with all the things therein, into their prt- 
mitiue Chaos and Originall Confuſion, 

Oh that wee did ſeriouſly confider of, and ſound- 
ly digeſt the meditation of theſe things! For had 
wee buthearts to vnderſtande, and eyes to ſee the 
deformity of our finnes and did vnpartially compare 
the ſtaine and pollution of them with the purcneſſe 
of Gods nature, andthe brightneſle of his Maicſty, 
how ſhould wee be confounded in our f{oules, with 

the ſight of our ownefilthinefle? How ready ſhould 
webe ratherto admire God's patience then queſtion 
his ſeverity ? How ſhould weetremble art his glorious 
preſence; and dread his power, and iuſtly feare what 
wee haue worthily deſerued, his everlaſting iudge- 
ment, ſince our pollutions haue moved him to ab- 
horrethe workes of his owne hands and to diſtaine 
the beauty of his owne creation? Butit now onthe 0- 
ther ſide wee adviledly looke into Gods gratious pro- 
ccedingstowards vs, and his louing indulgence in 
reſtraining his incenſcd diſpleaſure, notwithſtanding 
our infinite provocations, and in ſhewing vs a way to 
eſcape his fury; I know not wherher wee ſhall finde 
greater cauſe to vindicate his juſtice, or admire his 
ek ve JNCICY+FOrTruc itis, as ſaith Saint LAguſtine, * Soe 
alum nun- Good1s Our God, that he would never haue ſuffered vs 
qnam ſineret to fall had not his power bene ſuch, that hee could 
niſl adeo P9* oxtract Matter out of our finfulneſle to advance his 
owneglory. Oh how vnſearchable, howbotomleſle, 


Deus adeo 


vtex malo 


| , bonum clice- hoy ſurpaſſing the apprehenſion of men and Angells 
. ret. Avg, : 
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is the lone of God towards vs! . whirher can wee goe? 
which way can weecaſt our eyes, where wee ſhall 
not behold the admirable toote-ſteps of his mercy? 
It wee looke vpward, his mercy reacheth -vnto the 
Heavens, faith David: If downeward, they thar goe 
downe into the deepe {ce the wonders of - Goa, faith 
the lame Prophet ,and his mercies in the great waters, 
It round aboutvs, thoſe that pur their truit in the 
Lord, mercy embraceth them on every fide. And 
henceit is that the Apoſtle Saint Pan ro the Zpheſs. 
ans; ſo diverſly amplifies the loue of God 1n {everall 
places of that Epiſtle, by ſundry appellations or epi- 
thites, as his louc, his greate loue, his abundant loue, 
his loue paſſing knowledge: againe, the riches ot his 
vlory, the riches of his grace,the riches of his mercy; 
God who is mercifull faithrhe Apoſtle, who is rich 
in mercy through his loue, his great loue , even 
when wee were dead by finneshath quickned vs to- 
gcther in Chriſt Eph.2.4. 

The Apoftle alſo in the ſame Epiſtle and firſt 
chapter expreſſeth the Lord,greatin his power,abun- 
dant in his wiſdoine, but rich, excecding rich in his 
mercy. And why rich in mercy only?1s not the Lord 
rich in Azgels,rich inthe Sazzts,richinthe Heavens? 
Hath he nor created the Cloudes, founded the Seas, 
witely compoled the whole frame ot nature? And is 
he yet rich only in mercy? Trucir is;the earth is the 
Lords andthe fulneſſe thereof, all thar wee haue, all 
that weeare,is his;but his mercy hath an excellency in 
it aboue all his creatures; yea (ifT may ſo ſpeake) a- 


boue all his attributes, aboue his Iuſtice; OO 
the 
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the Apoſtle) reioycerh againſt condemnation - A. 
boue his power, Iacob wreſtled with God and over- 
came him; aboue his greatnes; for he habled himſelte 
to take our nature on him, yea aboue all his carthly 
creatures ; for his mercy reacheth,to the Cloudes, 
there is nothing doth more illuſtrate Gods omnipo- 
rency then his mercy. It was noe marvalle that God 
ſhould make the Heauens becaulſc hee is power it 
{clfe, or that he ſhould framethe carth;becaulc hee is 
ſtrength it {elfe; or that he ſhould governe the times 
becauſe he is wifdome it iclte, or that he ſhould give 
breath to all creatures, becauſe heis lite it ſelfe;, Bur 
herein chiefly is God to be magnifed, that hee who 
is infinitely iuſt, ſhould yet bee mercifull to finners, 
yea to ſinners while they wallow in their blood; 
while they reſtin ſinnes, while they haue no eye to 
looke after him,no heart toembrace him, no foote to 
tollow him,notongue to glorifie him, but lye woetul- 
ly plunged inthe dregs of their pollutions? Oh the 
| vnſpeakable goodneſſe of our God, who hath fo gra. 
| tiouſly invitedthoſe ſhecpe, who are ſo vahappily 
| Omnipcren- ſtrayed from him:nay who doth with a *© louing vio- 
| eflime fach- lence jrrefiſtably callthoſe who hauertrampled on his 


|  proraogg graces, and reieed his loue. But what ſhould moue 
8 converit The creator of all things who hath beene thus infinite- 
| Deu,& v0" 1y provoked , who 1s armed both with power to 
[Icarus fair, {trike; and meanes to be avenged, to compaſſionate 
JW £ug.advirs, Ris eninues? Certainely there is, there can be no 0- 
| ther rcaſon alleadged, butthat which Davzd fo of- 
| teniterates, becanſe he is gratious, & his mercy endur- 


| eth for ever. But alas how (may the afflicted ſoule 
þ lay) 


| 
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ruption? Who can give him no oblation but my 


whole intereſt inthy fintfulldelights, inthy immode- 


_ who is of an humble ſpirit andthat trembleth at my Priz vo'unta- 


hee mio 


of Eternitie, 


ſay can his goodnefle extend to mee who am nothing 
but wormes and duſt, and woundes and fores and cor- 


ſinnes, no ſacrifice but my ſorrow? What confidence 
now can I haue in this loue, whart ſtrength in this mer. 
cy? Whoever thou art, that art thus, and no better 
diſpoſed to recciue the grace of thy God, bring forth 
this {mall provifion, ofterthis ſacrifice vpon the Al- 
ter. Since thou haſt nothing elſe to part with furren- 
der vp thy ſinnes, yeeld him thy luſts, renounce thy 


rate affections * and then thy ſorrowtull ſpirit ſhall Nullius rei 


bea fſacrificeto God, thy wounded and broken heart ©29umin in- 
- ferno eſt, 


hee willnot deſpiſe; I am with him {aith the Lord, quantum pto»: 
wordes, Wee haue his owne word for his mercy, wee Fi ARER, 
hauc his promiſc for ir, wee haue his oath for it . He 
is faithfullſaiththe Apoſtle, who hath promited; hee 
isfaithfull, hee cannot deny himſclfe. The Apoſtle 
ſaith not, hee cannot deny his mercy, but hee cannot 
deny himſclte. It hee were any thing but mercy, then 

oht deny his mercy, though hee did not deny 
bimſclte: but now by not denying himlelte he giuerth 
mercy,whoby not giuing mercy ſhould deny him- 
ſelte. And thus we fee how God's faithfull and cannot 
deny himielfe,* He may overcomehimliclteby pitty--Superare ſeip 
ing the forſaken ones, bur he.cannot deny himlfelte nm HEY 

. . . , . ertOs IMitC» 

by forſakeing his pitty. For how can be deny him- rando,negare 
ſelte to vs, who hath given himſelte for vs? How can fcipfumnon 
he deny vs his mercy, who hath given vs his lifes Fe Al 


Theend of the firſt booke, rendo, 
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THE SECOND BOOKE OF 
ETERNITY. 


CHAD. I. 


Containing an Exhortation to holineſie grounded 
vpon the conſideration of Eternity. 


258 HE very ſouleand life of Chri- 
1 Rap ſtianity confiſts in thelife of a 
52 Chriſtian, asfor outward forma- 
lities, they plauſibly ſerue to 
ſhew forth a good mantotheeye 
2 oftheworld, but cannot make 
LT Ey.42 hin ſuch; it's true, externall adti- 
ons adorne our profeſſions : but it 1s, where grace 
and goodnefle fcafons them, otherwite, where the 
{appe and juyceand vigour of religion is nor ſetled 
inthe ſoule, aman is butlike a goodly heart-ſhaken 
oake, whole beauty will turne mto rottenneſle, and 
hisend will be the fire. It was the ſaying of Machia- 
vell,thatthe appearance of vertue was more to be de- 
fired then yertucit ſelfe, But Socrates. 4 meere natura- 
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and applicatiue faith to make him our owne. Alas 


| becoformable to him:let vs willingly heare & cheer- 
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liſt, adviſed betrer, who ſaid , the good man is oncly 

wiſe. Certaincly our glorious ſhewes , and high ap- 

plauſes, and exaltations amongſt the fonnes of men 

will proue but miſerable comtorters in the cloſe of 

our age, when the daies of darknefle come. O then as 

we reſpe& the eternall welfare of our pooreſoules, 
lct vs bee what wee would ſceme. Let vs turne our _— 
words into a&tions,our knowledge into aftection, and ebes.Gerb. 
our ſpeculation into practiſe, Let vs not only in a ge- #ed. 
nerall and confuſed manner acknowledge God, but 

rather labour to know him. let vs northink it enough 

to belecue that Chriſt came. as a Savor into the 
world,but endeauour rather by a pecultar,perionall, 


what availes it my ſoule , that Chrift ſhed forth his 

blood for the finnes of many; ifhe dicd not for mee 2 

What ioy ro my heart,that Chriſt is riſen for the iu- 

ſification of ſinners , i hee be not my portion? what 4 
comfort to my diſtreſſed conſcience that Chriſt is Chriſti retur. 
come alight into the world,if I fitin darkneſle and.in "<&io.mb in 
the ſhadow of death? What confidence of protection &Inul re. 
can I have from hence,that Chriſt is a carefull ſheap- furgar.Gerb, 
heard ouer his flock, if I am none of that ſhcepfold? O 4 

then let it be the chiefe defire of our foules,and the vt. Sir ſcopus vi, 
moſt extent of our endeauours,nor onely to-conteſſe — ; 
Chri {but to bring him home to our hearts, to feele 74jn via ve 
him,toaftet him.,to line in him,ro dependon him, to os n. 
fully follow the voice of that {weet guid,who 1s both 

the way,& the iournies end;thatlouingPhyſitian who 

comes to our wounded conſciences with healing in 
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his wings-that meeke and tender Lambe,who powred 
forth for vs teares of anguiſh, & teares of loue ; teares_ 
ot anguiſhto redeeme our {oules,and teares of loueto 
compaſſionate our mileries, Now what a prefling 
perſwaſion have we hereto line vato him , who thus 
| died for vs; to make him our ioy who hath borne our 
ll {orrowes; to fix him in our hearts , who for our ſakes 
[| "Torus tibi &- was fixed to the Croſſe? * How ſhould wee mourne in 
F599 i © our foules,and weepe in ſecret for him , quem tots 
de,quitotus ) ) ect 
prote figeba- Mundnus,tota elementa lugebant,at whole ſufferings the 
tur in cruce. oraues opened, the Sunne ſhut in his light, the carth 
trembled:, and the whole frame of heauen in his na- 
tureand kinde expreſled its ſorrow. One ofthe Rabins 
when hee read what bitter torments the Meigs 
"| ſhould ſuffer when hecame into the world(cried out) 
i veniat Meſſias at ego non videam , Let the Meſiias 
come, but let me not ſee him. Did his torments ſeeme 
ſodifſmallto the ſpetator,what were they then inthe 
ſufferer £ If fo gaſtly to thefight what were they in 
the ſuſtaining 2 But what ſhould we doe now ? Shall 
weraile on Iudas that berrayed him ,or on Peter that 
denied him,or the ewes that pierced him, or the Apo- 
ſtles that forſooke him'? No,no, let vs looke into our. 
wne hearts,examine our owne wales : Doe weenot 
make his wounds bleed afreſh with our finnes ? doe 
we not nayle him tothe Crofleagaine with our pol- 
lutions? doewenot grind him in our oppreiions, and 
as it were maſſacre him in our murders 2 Whatfinne -: 
haue we euer forſaken for his ſake; what inordinate | 
aftection haue we abandoned tor his loue? Can weſay 
and ſay truly that wee cuerſpareda diſh from our oy j 
| | 1ES ©: 
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les,or one houre from our fleepe,or one faſhion from 
our backs, for his ſake ? And doe weethus requite 
Z ourredeemer? * Was Chriſt ſtretched onthe Crofle, 
* and ſhall weftretch our ſelues on beds of doune? Did 25 Ont 


: ry us factus 
Chriſt ſuck downe vineger for vs, and ſhall weſurfer @, & w te 


* with plenty © Was Chriſt crowned with thornes, and 9'g2i-as | 
ſhall wecrowne our ſelues with Roſe buds 2 O letir pole yay Is 
=> ſhamevs to beare ſodainty a body vnder ſo doletull vermiculus - 
4 head : but let vs conforme our ſelnes to his life , and inwumelss, 
let our conueriation bee an{werable to his doctrine. 
2} Lervs fixourcie on this true Serpent, and faſten 
2 our hold onthis ſure anker. Let vs looke vp vnto Tefree 
2 the author and finiſher of our faith : Where our trea- 
2 ſure is,there let our hearts bealſo. We haue an tmeſti- 
2 mableprice, a glorious inheritance ſer before vs, let 
2 vscarefully embraccall thoſe meanes that may ftur- 
2 ther our progrefle,as the hearing of the word , recca- 
2 ving of the Sacraments,carneſt and conſtant prayerto 
3 Almighty God: Let vs ſtrive as we ought , preſſe for- 
2 ward with all violence. The woman in the Goſpel! 
* which was 1ſo long viſited with her bloudy ifſue , it _ 
2 was her holy * violence and preſſing our Savion7 that Vita eſt ad 
2 procured her health for her body and pardon for her —__ 
A {oulc: Let this be our endeauour , let ys never thinke per era 
2 our ſelues farreenough inthe way to heauen, but pre- 
= pare ourhearts ſtill, and lay hold or. ecery aduantage 
2rhatmay further-vs in our journey. Behold now is 
3rheacceptabletime,now isthe day of faluation, whilſt 
- Zyou hauetimethen doe good vnto all: whilſt you. 
FZnaue the light, walke as children ofthelight: Indge 
Ztay {clfe here, thatthou bee not iudged of the Lord - 
'% hercatter, 


ry 
33 
1 
5 DN b- 
2 +. 
© 2 aL a 
9 $5 


———_. 


one” The ſecond Booke 


FOR mm re 


—_— ot 


hereafter, Let not thy etes lumber , nor thy remples 
take any reſt,tillthou haſt found out an habitation in 
rhyheart for the mighty God of 7acob. Remember 
him as David did, inthy bed, and thinke ypon him 
zwhen thouart waking : God faid of the Church of 
li Thyatira,] gaue her time to repent of her fornication, 
ll and ſhe repented not. O letys nor giue our good God 


- 


thelike occaſionto ſecond the ſame complaint againſt 
vs. Behold God now graciouſly calls vs and offers vs 
ji his mercy: Behold the ſpouſe comes,let vs goe forth 
| to meet him:He ſtands at the doore,and knocks,let vs 
ariſe and open ſpeedily to our beloued , to day while 
|" itis called to day,let vs hcare his voice, let vs not put 
off our time, as Felix did St Paul, goe for this preſent © 

time, whe I hauea convenient leaſure I will heare thee, ©; 

as if the time preſent were notthe fitteſt. Let vs not ® 

ſtifle the checks of our conſciences,or ſay,as Feſtus to ® 
Non querit <1g7:ppa,to morrow thou ſhalt heare him, T All procra- © 
Deus dilatio- ſtinations inthis caſe are dangerous : Let vs therefore #7 
new in voce take hold of faluation, whilſt occaſion ſcrues vs. If we ': 
corvina,ſed 2 : : f- 
confeſſionem {hut out our welbeloued he will be gone. Therefore * 
in gem [ct our hearts euen melt within vs, whilſt he ſpeakes to *? 


ſl Columbino, \,. {1 his word;if we anſwer not when he calls vs,then 


W-- ſhall we call and he will not anſwer. The Storke and : 


the Craxe,and the Swallow inthe ayre know their ſea- 7 
ſons and obſcrue their appointed times, how much 
more ſhould man, eſpecially ſince times & moments, 
how.long we ſhall enioy them, are not in our owne 
power,butinthe power of God. TheAngell inthe Re- 7? 
velation ſwore by him,thar liueth foreuer , that time # 
thould be no more,the time paſt canneuer be recalled, ? 
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let vs therefore take the preſent time: Forthetime 

paſt was and is not, the time preſentis,but ſhall not be, 

and of the future wee can promiſe to our ſelucs no 

fruition. Butalas ſuch is our blindneſle, ſuch an obdu- 

ration is growne over our nearts, that wee vaderſtand 

theſe things, but fecle them notzwee haue them ſwim. 

ming in our minds, but imbrace them not in our af. 

fetions, The beſt of vs may take vp that complaint 

of Saint Auguſtine, * whoaverred of himlelte, that +,,.n we. 
his deſires were better then his practiſe, our vowesare moxia, ſcribs 
in heauen, but our hearts on earth, our defires are ro- '® _ ſed 
wards our home, but our endeavours flagge in the jc Pros 
way, and we faint 1n our 1ourney: wee haue* heavenly 

hopes; but earthly afte&tions; wee all couet after hap- 

pincſſe, but wee would take no paines for itz wee 

would enioy Chriſt in his benefits, but wee refuſe to 

partake with him in his ſufferings ; volumus aſequt 
Chriſtum, ſed nou ſequi, wee would ſhare willingly 

with our $4v7onr in his Crowne, but not in his com- 

bat; nay oftentimes weeinſtance God for ſuch graces 

as weare loath to obtaine: like Saint Auguſtine, who 

prayed for continency with a proviſo, Lord giue me 
continency but not yet; nay ſuch is our intolerable 
ſinfulneſſe, and pollution of heart, that at the ſame 

inſtant, when our hands ate lifr vp to God forthe par- 

don of old finnes, our headsare working in the con. 

triving ofnew; as Salvian hath it,dum werbrs prater. 

zta mala plangimus , ſenſu futura meditamur.Thus we 

draw nighto God with our lipps , when our hearts 
arefarrefrom him, our affections are buried in the 

things ofthis life. Excellent is that ſaying of 7 Pere, 


re 
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Regnum hoc * The kingdome of heauen, faith hee, is cternall, ble(- 
ſempircrntl ex 


owmparte I<dEvery Way and promiſed to all men, bur who is 
beatum et, there almoſt that ſpends one moment in the ferious 
ommbuspro- reqitation of it? What man is there that ever talkes 

matium, & ra- 

men dello T0 RIS Wife, to his children, to his Family of ſuch a 
alum inter Kinodome? Weecan riot inthe praiſes of our natiue 
ho qui {oile, but wee bluſhto ſpeake of, and are aſhamed to 
enimeſt qui COMMend our true country , Our everlaſting home. 

de hoccom- In our dealings about the things of this life , our vn- 


memorar, hoc : 
rxori. hec, ACT ſtandings are ready enough to app! rchend them, 


beris;cori hoc and our hearts to entertaine them, and our tongues 
—_— ncul- to diſcourſe of them; bur in thingsthar belong to the 
_ _ neg. Crernall ſalvation of our ſoules, how deepe 1s Our f1- 


Iigimus, ter- IO flow our ſpecch, how vnSkiltull our ex. 


tinemus, Del 


os oa Thus wee forſake heauen for theſe things which 
acquicimus, at laſt will forſake vs,and trifle out our rime inthings. 
mound: p90» that will not profit vs, How far are mennow agaics 
Mis, 
from thar {weete re{olution of Saint Hierome? Leto- 
thers, ſaith hee,liue in their ſtatues, in their coſtly mo- 
numents: I had rather haue Sr Paw/s Coate with his 


heaucnly graces, then the purple of Kings withtheir 
Kingdomes. 


O that wee would looke thus lowly vDoN our 
ſelues; wee are Chriſtians in profeſſion, O-let vs bee 
ſuch in practice : feeing thar God hath-made vs. ſtew-= 
ards of his treafures, letvs improue them. to. the ,be-. 
nefit of qQur brethren: hath. God gwen vs abundange 
of his bleſſings? o:ket vsnot hide our talents in anap? 
kin:lervs ſend our good workes before vs into. Hea- 
vet: pauca da,mmaximain cxlo recepturus:thete ſlender 


guifrs 


- in 


2, and language, all our affetions and inclinations 
Z would bemore eagerly imployed, and more faithtul- 
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ouifts, which thou doeſt chearefully diſtribute in this 
world, will procurethee an eternall compenſation in 
the world to come. T hat ſweete ſpeech of Saint bz 
is worth obſervation, bleſſed are thoſe that dye in the 
Lord, they reſt from their labours,and their workes fol- 
low them, When our deareſt friends,our [weeteſt plea- 
fures, our moſt glorious titles of honour, the world 
it ſclfe, yea even our life ſelfe ſhall glideaway like 
a river, and turne to duſt, then ſhall our good workes 
follow vs, ontranſeunt opera noſtra ({aith one) Sicur 
tranſire videntur, ſed velut aternitatis ſemina iaciun- 
tur, our good deeds die not with-vs , but they are 
fowne in earth and ſpring in heauen,; they are an in- 
exhauſtible fountaine,rhar thall never bee dried vp- 
adurable ſpring,that ſhall never faile. They are acts 
of time,ſhort in their performance, yet cternall in 
their recompence; they build vp for vs, through the 
mercies of our Goa, an everlaſting foundation for the 
time to Come. | | 

Loe then here wee haue ſet before vs viam ad reg - 
num, the way to our eternity; let vs goe on herein 
without intermiſhon, preſſe forward with violence 
and ſtrine to attaine the crowne.* Eternity is an abun- 0gutemia nj- 
danttreaſure, aneverlaſting wealth, but it is not gi. mis 'mulra 
ven ſaue tothero thar ſecke it; yeathar ſecke it with ik perſe. 
their whole hearts.Certainty did we'as truely know; veranter 
as wee ſhall one day vndoubredly feele the bitter quzfira nun- 
fruite,that our luke-warme protefſion, our groſſe ſty- 322 11 1% 
pidity, and vtter neglect of our eyerlaſting ſtate will pernard, 
produce and procure vs in the end , ail our thoughts 
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poreſcent. '4 bookes opened,thy ſinnes dikcouered, yea all rhe ſe- 


ly exerciſed inthe purſue of eternity. Oh how ſenſe. 
lefle are wee, how ſtupid in our ſelues, and wickedly 
tnjurious to our owne wellfare, who fora ſmall 
pane, a fading pleaſure, a fugitive honour wound 
our conſciences, and hazard our foules, to ſtand as it 
were on the brinke of hell* 

Thewhole world promiſed for a reward cannot 
pcriwade vs to endure one momentary torment in 
fire: And yet inthe accuſtomed courſe of our liues 
we dread not, wee quake not at everlaſting burnings, 
But ©6 thou delitious and dainty foule,who chertſheſt 
thy ſelfeintheioy of thy heart, &the delight of thine 
eyes, whoſe belly is thy God, & the world thy Parra- 
diſc!6,bethinke thy ſelfe bertmes, before that gloomy 
day, that day of clouds and thicke darkneſlc, that day 
of deſolation and contuſion approach , when all the 
!mhabirants ofthe earth ſhall mourne and lament, and 
all faces ſas the Prophet Joel ſpeakes) ſhall gather 
blackneſſe, becauſe thetime of their jndgement is 
come. Alas with whata dolefull heart, and weeping 
eye, and drooping countenance, &trembling loynes 
wilt thou at that laſt and gteat Afile looke vpon 
Chriſt Teſs, when hee ſhall moſt glorioutly appcare 
with innumerable Angells in flaming fire, ro render 
vengeance on them that know him not? Whatacold 
dampe will ſeize vponthy foule, when thou ſhalt be. 
hold him whom thou haft all thy life: long neglected 
inhis ordinance, deſpiſed in his members, reiected in 
his loue; when thou ſhalt ſee the judgement ſeat, the 
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cret counſells of thy heart, after a wondertull man- 
nermaniteſted and laid open to the eyc ofthe waole 
world? what horrour & perplexity of ſpiritwill pot- 
iefſetheeto view and behold but the very folemni- 


ries and circumſtances, which accompany this Iudge- 


ment; when thou halt ſee the heavens burne, the E: 
lements melt, the earth tremble, the fea roare, "the ſun 
turne into darknefle, and the moone into blood? And 
now waat ſhall be thy refuge, where ſhall be thy ſuc- 
cour ? ſhalr thou raigne, betaule thou cloathcſt thy 
ſelfe in Cedar? ſhaltthou bee ſafe, becauſe with the 
Eagle thou haſt ſctthy neaſt onhi?h? O no, 1r is not 
now the greatneſle of thy ſtate, nor the abundance of 


thy wealth, nor the priviledge of thy place, nor the 


eminency of thy worth, or wit or learning, that can 
availe thee ought , either to avoide thy doome, or 
prorogue thy rudgement. All ſtares and conditions 
of menarealike, when they appeare at this Barre. 
There the prince muſt lay downe his crowne , and 
the Pcare his Robes, & theiudge his purple,and the 
Captaine his banner; All muſt promiſcuouſly artend 
ro 21ue1n their accounts and to-recciue according to 
tharthey haue done, whether it bee good or whether 
it be evill, Here onearth great men and glorious in 


the eye of gþe world, fo long as they can hold their 


 habitationFin the earth, naue both countenance to. 


defend, and power ro prote&tthem-from the injuries 
of the times: bur when the diſmall face of that terri- 
ble day fall ſhew it ſelfe ,, then ſhall they finde no 
cyctoputy, nor arme to kelpe, nor palaceto defend, 

nor rockes to ſhelter, nor Mountaines to cover them 


from 
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from the preſence of him that fits vpon the throne, 
and from the wrath ofthe lambe. Giue me the moſt 
inſolent ſpirit, the moſt vadaunted ſoule,that now 
breathes vnder the cope of Heauen,who now feares 
not any created nature, noe, not God himlclfe, yet 
when he ſhall heare that teriible ſound , Ariſe yee 
dead and come to iudgement, how will his heart even 
melt, and his þowells quiver within him ; when hee 
ſhall haue his ſevere judge aboue him, and hell be- 
ncath him, and his-worme within him, and fire round 
about him.O then whoſoever thou art, die vnto thy 
finnes and vnto thy pleaſures here, that thou maiſt 

Sic tibi cave, 11UC tO God herafter;* goe out of thyſelfe,judge & con- 

vr caveas te- Jemne thine owne ſoule for thy finnes againſt God 

ſk, ; HEAL , , 

F in this world, that ſo t hou maiſt comfortably receiue 
thy ſentence of abſolution in the world to come. Let 
vs learne to be wiſe in time; let our forrow for ſinne 
anticipateand prevent our puniſhment, ſatins eſt & 

ſuavins fonte purgari quam igne: Hee that grieues not 
hearcily for his tranſgreſſions here, ſhall wocfully 

ininferno cx. {Mart forthem hereafter. In hell there is no redemp. 

omologetis tion for thetime paſt, no confeſſion, no repentance, 
ee butaſad and heavy exchange and moſt yncomforta- 
cuncrribui ble trar{lation, from a ſhort and paſſing 10y, to an 
pee, eon- cndlcfle,calcleſie puniſhment. The ſerious and adviied 

EN dibatnd, conſideration of this eternall being in the lite to 
come, was the ground of that ancient cuſtome1n the 

Romane Church ypon the conſecration of their Bz- 

ſhops, at whichtime theſe words were recited with a 

loud yoice, Annes 4ternos in mente habe,i. ec. remem- 


ber that eternallyeare, the date whereof will never 
ek Expire, 
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F expire. So likewiſe when the Biſhop of Rome is 
2Z broughtro his pontificall chaire, one goes betorc 

him ſhaking a burning torch and proclaiming three 
runes Pater fancFe, (1c tranſit gloria mundi , Certainly 
it would worke ſomewhat towards the enliuening of 
our drowfineſſe, 8 quickning vp ofour dull fecurity if 
wedidin the beginning & end of all our vndertakings 


fay within ourſelues, Amnos eternos in mente habe;Re- 


Z fhall neuercloſe. For all the preflures and vexing 
+ diſtempers,thar befall vs inthis life ; all the crolles, 
* whichrhe envy etther of men or evill Angelis can 
throw vpon vs, are nothing, if comparcd ro  crernall 
miſcries , Sapienti nihil magnum wvaderi pote/t, 
cut aternitatis notaeſt magnitudo . What if with Saint 
Paul I vnderwent labours & perills, hunger &thirſt, 
injuries and reproaches, what 1s all this toeternity ? 
= Whatit I did beareinmy ficſh the moſt exquiſre 
2 painesand bittereſt rormemts,that created nature is 
22 capable of, yetwhar were all this t9eternity? For a!l 
* theadverfities and alterations, which happen to vs 
2 vnder the ſunne, hauetheir periods, which they can. 
2 not pale; however they difquiet vs for the rime, yet 
2 2stheProphet Dare! faith, the end ſhall bee at the ap- 
= pointed time, God will performe thar which he hath 
2 appointed for me ſairh1e6: yet vſq, ad rempus hec om- 
2 za the end thall beatthe appointed time. Bur of this 
4 crernity there will be no end, no bounds can limit 1t, 
2 3otimeſhall derermine it. Certainly firſt or laſt, there 
2 will happen to thee luch an evening as ſnall haye no 
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morning to follow; orel{c ſuch a morning, as ſhall 
never ſce the cloſe of the Sunne: . And therefore let 
notthe vamthing cares and tranlitory diſquietings of 
this world over deepely poſlcfle thy heart;bur rather 
letthe whole ſtreame ofthy meditations'rnnne vpon 
thy latrerend; thatat the time of thy diſſolution; 
(thy affection being wholy alienated from the world) 
tay thoughts may aſcend betore, whither thy fqule is 
comming after:So ſhall thy ſufferings here,make way 
torthy crowne hereafter, 
But how few,0 how few I fay are there that weigh 
theſe things? How few doe make jttheir daily taske 
to meditate on the evills to come? They credit not 
ſuch reports; for they care not to belceue what they 
are vawilling to practiſe. Hence 1t is that they goe on 
lo ſecurely in their courſe,as if there were no heauen, 
no hell, no God, nocternity. Thus wee naturally de- 
ſire, ourdaies ſhould be ashappy as they are longe, 
and being miſerably-inſenſible of the ſorrowes to 
come, wee raſhly expoſe our ſelues to a irrevoca- ? 
Nos tales, ble downefall. * Without ſenſe or ſorrow wee runne |! 
qui rortis Se rs INE . 'F 
noſtr# neque METTily to hell, where wee ſhall everlaſtingly feele 2 
negoruw ri what we did never feare, deathand darkneſſe, weeping 
— and enaſhing ofteeth. O how different are our times i 
TE fromthoſe of our Anceſtors ? They were not more # 
rigidly ſuperſtitious, then we are mel ſecure, p 
How did they pine their. bodies and afflict their 7 
ſoules, crucify their moſt pretious luſts,forlake their 7 
friends, their lands, their inheritance , yea their 
Crownes, and Kingdomes; nay wich is more, | 
through the rigid and auſtcere obſcruation of met bn 
ric 
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tri and ſevere lawes expoſe themliclues to the ha. 
zard and danger of their deareft ltues, and thruſt 
themſeluts as it were out of the world, and forgoc all 
ſociety with men. And wheretfore all this, bur that 
they might disburthenthemlelues the better by theſe 
meanes from all earthly allurements, ſertle and dif. 
poſe their hearts in a good preparation towards their 
homez;and to enliuen their aftegions,and inflame their 
mindes to a more ſerious contemplation of the joyes 
19 come? Mee thinkes the confideration of thele for- 
mer times ſhould ſtrongly invite vs to a more ſerious 
meditation of our future ſtate; eſpecially 1f wee re. 
member how {wittly our daies draw to an end}, and 
how ſoone we are involued into everlaſting dark. 
ncſſe. For alas what is our lite here,Tota hec wit v- 
nits horule mors eſt, one houre atthe laſt will fwal. 
low vp all our hue-long dates. 

Let vs thennot fcare being ſo neareour home; ler 
no ſtormes affright vs being ſo neare our haven : Ler 
vs examine our accounts and caſt vp ourſummes,that 
we may beable togive vp a goodaccount at the laſt 
day. Certaine it is whatever we goe about; whatſoe- 
ver bethe ſcope of our endeavours; wee every day 
come nearerto the end of our courſe, every houre is 
a new ſtep onward. 

So ſoone as ever a man enters this mortall life, hee 
beginnes a conſtant iourney vnto death, quicquid 
temports vivitur de ſpatio vivenditollitur: i.e, Each 
part of time that wee paſle,cuts off ſo much from our 
life, and the remainder ſtill decreaſeth So that our 
whole life is nothing but a-:courle or PUG YON 
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death, wherein onecan neither ſtay nor ſlacke his 
pace. This wee know, our daily experience doth con- 
firme this truth: and yet doe wee perſiſt asſ{ecurely as 
ever in our trade of finne: eAfgre abitrahimur ab js 
quibus aſſueſcimus,z.e. weeare hardly drawne from 
thoſe things which cuſtome and time hath invred vs 
vnto. Ir is agrievous burthentoa licentious heart to 
be drawne off from dainty fare, full cups,and good 
company. Wee lyeas dead men and fencelefle in our 
damned pollutions,cven drowned in our voluptuoul- 
_nefle, like brute beaſts filled vpand pampered for the 
| day of ſlaughter. Thus with the full ſtreame of our 
indeauours weplod on in the habituall courſeof 
_ tranſgrefling, without any ſenſe of our ftnne, vntill 
our ſhort dates beginto ſhut in, and our evening ap- 
proach;at which time the weaknefle of our bodies, 
andthe ſtrength of our ſinnes make vs as vnable to 
repent,as wee were before vnwilling. Wee many 
times throagh the incitement of ſome good motion 
beginne well bur faile in the execntion;wee make faire 
Faremur cri. ProMiſes, but wee doe not fecond them in our pra- 
mina, ſedc Ctife; but let vs not decetue our felnes, God willnort be 
faremurs | mocked nou verbis penitentis agenda, ſed adtu: let vs 
one nos ROE promiſe God berter obedience with our lippes 
dolemus.Salv. then wee performe with our hearts. Bee not raſh to 
vow a thing before God, but when thy word hath paſt 
thy lips, then be as carcfull ro performe, as thou watt 

forward before to promiſe, 

Laftly let vs alwaies follow that holy counfell gi- 
ven itt Eceleſiaſticms, In allthy ations thinke upon thy 
latter end, and thou jhalt never doe amifſe: and that of 
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the Prophet Davzd, keepe innocency, and doe the thing 

that i right, for that ſhall bring a man peace at the laſt: 

peace with God, peace with men, and peace with our 

owne conſcience, Inthe world ſaith our Sav/oxr ſhall 

yce hauetrouble, but in meyee ſhall haue peace. The 

world is our ſea, but Chriſt is our haven, the world is 

our warfare, but Chriſt is ourreſt: The world is full 

of ſtormes, but Chriſt is our peace; in me you ſhall 

haue peace. Hence it was that theSaints of God alwaies Sous is cha- 
haue taken exceeding 10y in their tribulation; becauſe mine, [Ile 

Chriſt was their comfort and peace : hee, {weetned charus eſt | 

all their ſorrowes, Hence it was thar Saint Auguſ?ine 00 amt: 

{o reſolutely brake forth, Hic vre, hic ſecs, modo in 

eternum parcas; he regarded not what prefſures God 

laid vpon him, So he vouchſafed him patience here 

and heaven hereafter. What ever we doe or canſuffer 

in this life, the abundance of our eternall ioy ſhall in- 

finitely recompence the weight of our ſorrowes: Our 

light afflictions which are but for a moment doe 

caule vnto vsa farre more excellent and exceeding 

weight ofglory. Our combatibere is ſhort , but our 

triumph erernall, And who would not endure a few 

crofles & windings in his way when he knowes they 

will bring him to his journies end? Who would not 

for a little ſeaſon expoſe himſelfe to the mercy of the 

wauesto betoſled on the fea, when he is aflured with Impoſſibile 
St Paul, to come {ately tothe ſhore? agg 

Beſides, wce muſt not expect to eſtabliſh our hap- brig be 

 pineſle hereandro enioy our heaven hereafter. Ir is vn czlo & Þ 
impoſſiblea man ſhould Aow in his delights in this ,£.c1 tus | 
world;and then drinkeat the fountaine ofeverlaſting xier, 
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blifle in the world to come. | 
O then let vs imbrace the conflict, that we may ob- 
raine the Crowne. HMelioy eft modica amaritudo in 


faucibus,quam aternum tormentum in wviſceribus: 4, e. 


a little-gall in the mouth isnot ſo painefull, as conti- 
nuall torments in the bowels. Farre better 1t 1s to 
Summe vp our reckonings here, then to haue our 
debts vpon the ſcore hereafter; ? farre better to vn- 
looſe our ſoules from the immoderate embrace- 
ments of thecomforts of this world, and to endure. 
pinchings ofa more reſerued & home- 
ly courſc for fixty or ſeaventy yeares inthis lite, rhen 
t0 ſuffer but one torment inthe lite to come : farre_ 
better to belightly afflicted here, then ercrnally tor- 
mented hereafter. | 
Saint Chryſoſtome hath anexcellent expreſſion to 
this purpoſe: Suppoſe a man, ſaitl-he, mucly deſiring 
flecpe, and in his perfe& mind, had an ofter made him 
ot one nights ſweere reſt, vpon condition to. be pu- 
niſhed a hnndred yeares for it, would he accept(tninke 
you) of his fleepe vpon ſuch tearmes? Now looke 
what one nightisto.an hundred yeares , the ſame 1s 
the lite preſent, compared withthatto come . Nay 
looke what a drop of water is tothe ſea; the fameand 
' no more is athouſand yearesto eternity. Who then 
oi lound jadgement, for the ſhort fruition ofa tranſt- 
tory contentment in this life, would expole himſelfe 
to the horror of eternall flames inthe lite ro come ? 
And therefore whiles wee haue our abode it this vale. 
of miſery, we ſhould alwaies pray with SaintBerzard, 
da domune,ut ſic poſſideamns temporalia,ut non. peraa-. 
mus, 
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mis aterna,i.e. grant vs Lordthat wee may lo partake 
ot temporall felicities, that wee may. not looſe eter- 
nall. All things vnder the Sunne haue their alterati- 
ons and changings, but things aboue are permanent, 
and of anenduring ſubſtance.0 nia ei ſalua ſunt, cut 
 {alva eſt beata #ternitas , heethut can be ſecure, and 
{ure of the happinefſe to come, builds vp bis houfe 
vpon a firme foundation. How ſmall a modell of 
time,how ſhort a periodis the longeſt life, when once 
itis finiſhed? Recolle& with thy ſelfe, faith Saint 
Auguſtine,the yeares that are paſled from Adams time 
vntill now; run overthe whole {cripture, and the time 
{ince the fall will ſeeme but as yetterday. For what 
are the times paſt? It. thou hadſt liued from 4dams 
day till this houre; thou wouldſt cafily have judged, 
thatthis life hath no perpetuity init, which flies away 
ſo ſwiftly. For what is the life of any man , ſuppoie 
the longeſt age? Itis butlikethe morning dew , like 
the twinkling of an eye, inatrice it isgone.. I haue 
Jeeneanend ofall perfeion ſairh David. But here 9 
Chriſtian, let me deale more plainely with thee; 
thou wilt readily acknowledge all things vnder the 
trame of Heavenare periſhing , and heauen is tity 
thought, Eternity is thine ayme . Now. it ir bee 
1o ,whyartthourthen ſodul in thy courſe of holi- 
neſſe, ſo frozen in thy zeale ,, ſo inclinable to 
every motion of ſinne, ſoeafily ouercome by euery 
incitement to wantonneſfſe, never morecaline and vn- 
ſeaſonably patient,then when thy aftections ſhould be 
enflamed,and thy heart kindled with a uſt indignatt- 
Qttin Gods cauſe: and on the other fide neucr more 
E-2 trerting 
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fretting, whining and vnquier,then when thou ſhoul- 
deſt be meeke and patient , and cheerefully diſpoſed 
vnder the burden ot of afMictions ? How can it b2 that 
we ſhould hauceternity in our mindes,and yet liueno 
better in our manners? Now that we may the eaſier 
diſcerne the deceitfulnefle of our hearts herein , let vs 
examine our {elues by the cxample of 7acob. This Pa- 
triarch Iacob ſerued his vncle Labaz ſeauen yearesfor 
Rache [{ his daughter, and the greatneſle of his affecti- 
on towards her , made that time ſceme but as a few 
dayes.(to apply this:)Thou art a ſeruant as Jacob was, 
but thou ſerues not ſuch a Maſter as 7acob did , thou 
ſcrues not man but God,thy maker and a faithfull re- 
warder;thouſcrues not for a wife,but for a kingdome; 
not for ancarthly contentation, but for an heauenly 
habitation: And yet behold the ſhort affliction of one 
day can eneruatethy loue,and vnlocke thy aftections 
from God and heauen: Euery crofle accident ſtops 
thee inthy courſe, Euery little ſorrow diſquiets thy 
{oule,and leflens thy contentment. Behold here,mea- 
ture by the example of 7acob the ſtrength of thy loue: 
Tacob could {erue ſeauen yeares with chearefulneſſe 
for a wife, butthou canſt hardly ſeruethy God fo ma- 
ny dayes'with a true affeion for heauen: For reckon 
vpall the nights thou haſt ſpentin prayer , ſumme vp 
all the dayes thatthou haſt worne our in relig10ustx- 
_ erciſes,and canſt thou thentruly ſay to God as 1acob 
didto his vncle, in thy ſeruice night and day haueI 
macerated my body with heat and cold, and my ſleep 
departed from mine eyes; twenty yearcshaue I labou- 
rcd 1athy ſeruice: couldſtthou ſay thus,and fay ittru- 


ly 
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ly,0 then what would bethe end of thy labour , what 
would thy reward be? not flocks and cattel}, not the 
daughters of Labaz, but God himlelfe would be thy 
excceding great reward, thy life and happinefle, Hee 
would be vnto thee every thing that thy heart can 
dcfire or long for; Thy ſoule ſhould flowe, and even 
melt inabundance of ſpirituall delights. 

But now take a little view of thine owne vileneſle, 
thy owne nakednefle,thy vttter diſability toany thing 
that may be truly called good. Thy hands are feeble 
to Gods worke, thy feere are ſlow to Gods temple, 
thine eyes are ſcared or ſhut vp towards heaven: But 
forthe workes of fleſh and Sathan, thy heart is hor 
rocnvy, thy minde prone to revenge, thy tongue vo- 
luble to blaſpheame, thy affe&tions evenglued and in- 
corporated as it were into the fenſuall embracements; 
And is this to ſcrue God for heaven? ſhall the blefled- 
nefſe of the Sazpts, and the glory of A4rgells, and the 
10y, and fruitionof God himſelfe bee powred forth 
vpon ſuch workes as theſe? Doſt thou thus require 
thy maker. 

O conſider,confiderl fay thy waics in time; labour 
to ferue Godas 1acob did: labour to approue thy ſelte 
as faithfullto God as Iacob was to hisvnckle Laban: 
Z And ifthe weight ofthe labour diſcourace thee , or 
= adverſity oppreflethee, or proſperity feduce thee ; 
2 thenliftvpthineeyes to heaven, as 7acob did to his 


77 nachek:: Lerheauenbe thy loue, thy ſpoule, the de- 


= light of thine eyes,the ioy of thy heart; Behold thy 
2 Xachel is faire, and louely, heaven is both beautifull 
2 andglorious:Ler thy +4} 2 goc before whitherthou 

F meaneſt 
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meaneſt to haſten afcer: fuffer for a ſeaſon thy light 
aſhiction,hauing an eye to the recompence of reward; 
yet and buta little while, and thou ſhalt approach the 
Eo dirigendus hayen, where thou ſhalt.enioy ſo much the more hap- 
eſt ſpiritus ; | ol 
quo aliquan- Pincſle,by how, much the deeper thou haſt drunke 'in 
docſt nuus, ſorrow;and by how much the more ardent thy affe- 
ctions have beene towards God in this lite, the more 
abundant ſhall thy reward'be 1n thelife to come; then 
ſhall thy croſles proue thy gaines, and that well- 
ſpring of toy which ſhall ever riſc in thy heart , ſhall 
{ſwallow vpallthy forrowes. 


CHAP.-1H, 


Shewine that there ts no other way nor poſitble meanes 
to attaine to the true eternity, but by a confident 


af fiance vpon the mercy of God 
i Chriſt. 


Vch and ſo deplorable is the condition of every 
_ A manconſidered in his corrupted and degenera- 


ted ſtate, that albcithe bee able by that ſmall 
iparke of naturall illumination, which is left in his 
mind to ſee as ina glaſle darkely and obſ{curely an e- 
ternity to come; yet 15 hee vtterly 1gnorant of the 
true way therevnto, neither hath he any poſlibility in 
nature to finde ir out:Hee 1s in no better ſtate thenthe 
Poore creeple at the poole of Betheſda, who law the 
waters that could heale him before his eyes, but 
tound no meanesto helpe him into them. For that 
ſound and perfect knowledge of the true way, which 7 
man was adorned with in his firſt creation, is whole- 
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ly loſt & extinguiſhed inhim,he is now a meere fran- 

ger from the life of God, Eph. 4. 18. dead tn Treſpaſſes 

and ſinnes,Eph.1. 2 .reprobate to every good worke. Tit. 

1.16.his very minde # Hefiled, Tit. 1.15. his wiſdome ts oe 

death,Rom.8..6.:* Heis no more able of hiniclfe to pos > _ 
: © de Deo placet, 

leada holy life, acceptable to God, then a dead man's nifi ex © | 

ro performe the actions of, one-that is aliue. Being 9v0d ipte do- 

thus diſrobed of all ſpirituall endowments and ſauing "TH 

grace , how ſhall hee attaineto that joytull Ererniry, 

 whichhis ſouleſas I haue ſaid) may long for, butican 

no way reach ? Certainely there 15 no lightto lead 

him,but that * light of the world ; no way for him to Si Chiiftum | 

rake to,but that new & lining way,even him,who hath Rn, GY . 

ſtiled himſelfe,the way the truth, and the life.no rocke ri in 

to cleaueto, bit this ſtrong foundation; no name vnder tehabes, Ai 

heauen to be ſaued by,butthis , enen this alone, Teſs 

Chriſt,yeſterday and to day and the ſame forener, Hee, 

and he. alone is the onely ſure , cftectuall, infallible 

meanes.of our {aluation : Heealone is the true High 

Prieſt, whowas once oftcredto take away ſinnes; and 

afterthar entred into the true ſandFrary, the very Hea: 

ven,toappeare inthe fight of God forvs, where hee-t4 

able perfectly to ſauethem which comewnto Godby him; 

ſeeing he enerliueth to maketnterceſion for them. Heb! 

7.26, Healone is the ground of our hope, the crowne 

of our glory,and the ſtrength of our confidence. * It's Oculum ruuns þ 

he alone; who by the ſweet influenee of hisgrace;and Dine 200 

RY SP EcrEt orking of his{pirit;can(whenvhe willy 

an 


clauſum,nec 


n ( when hee pleate,) Jubdue and brigg-vnder manum taam 

Cay if, hy 1h Roby get Ge IF ET -, repellit duri- 
the moſt obdurategainelaying, , and rebellious! heart, ,;;ominum, 
toa cheeretull, willipg,& ready obedience -to his hea} 4u. 


venly 


"TER ————_ 


FO The fecond Booke 5 


- Mi —_ —_— 


venly will. O the infinite & in expreflible tendernefle 
of our louing Saujour towards vs! Whenwe, like 


thcepe, had gone aftray,his mercy reduced vs: When 


welay wallowing in our blood, his pitty refreſh vs: 
When we were dead in our finnes,his death did reutue 
vs: and here we may truely ſaywith David, bis mercy 
reacheth tothe heanens, From the heauens camethe 
price ofour redemption, We were not, neither could 
webe redeemed by the blood of bulls and goats , by 
thouſands of rivers of oyle,by the cattle that are vpon 
athouſand mountaines. It was not the treaſures of the 
world, the power of men or Angels could purchaſe 
this freedome,nothing could cleanſe vs,but the blood 
of the Lambe: He was that fountaine, opened for finne 
and for vncleaneffe, He was that Sonne of riehteon ſnes, 
that came with healing in his wings. His were the 
wounds,that healed our forcs; hts was the backe,that 
bare our ſotrowes; -his was the price, that quit our 
$kores;he aſſumed our fleſh to redeeme vs her5a19d he 
raignesasa king to crowne vs hereafter. Now what 
remaines after all this to be done: on our parts ? Let 
vs reſt on this Anchor,let vs fly to this hol, and build 
on this foundation: For no ot ber foundation can'any man: 
lay, then that which 3s laid, Teſus Chrift, Letvs caſt 
our ſoules into the armes'of ourSaviour : Inbrachys 
Salvatoris met & vivere vole et mori cupio., faith S. 


| Bernard: © let this bee our defire : Now thegate is, 
_ apen, let vs not deferye'the time of entrance ;: Now is. 
-2 theacceprablerime, let vs notprocraftinatethe fea-. 
_ fon: Now heoffers his metey, he fhewes his long fof.. 
| ferance, let vs not tune his grace into gn: 
x kong | CL 


of Eternitie, 73s 


let vs follow the counſell of the ſonne of Sirach : Ec- 
clus the 5. Make no long tarrying to turne to the Loy, 
and put not off from day to day: For ſuddainly ſhall 
the wrath ofthe Lord breake forth, and in thy ſecuri- 
ty thou ſhalt bee deſtroyed , and thou ſhalt periſhin - 
time of vengeance. But alas farre otherwiſe it is with 
vs in our praQtiſe: * A great portion 'of our time is M81 Lone 
crumbled away in doing ill,agreater part in doing no- ve _ 
thing, and our whole life in doing that, which wee bns,maxima 
{hould not,or in matters (as we ſay ) vpon the by. And — 
as Archimedes 'was ſecure and buſie about drawing agentibus, 
lines on the ground when Syracuſe was taken; ſo is 1t 

with vs. Now that our eternall '[atety laics ar ſtake, 

welye puzling inour duſt,] meane,in our worldly ne- 
gotiations: But for our eternity ſhortly approaching, 

we {cldomeor rarely thinke of it. Weare like Mar- 
tha,troubled about many things , when one' thing is 

neceſſary: Buethis onething is that, which of all other 

thingsis leaſt regarded , andinthe laſt place. Wee ſel- 

dome ſeek heauen,'till death doth ſummonys toleaue 

the earth : wee haue many euaſions topgull our owne 
hearts,many excuſes to procraſtinate our reperitance; 

like Dzony ſe us, the Scierlian king, whoto excule him- 

{elfe forthe preſent deliuery of the golden garment, 

which he tooke from his God Apollo , anfwered that 

ſucha robe as that was,could not bee at any feafon of 

the yeare vſcfullto his God: it would not keepe him 

warmeinthe winter, & it was too heauy for the-ſum- 

mer: So many there be, ſaith 'S. Ambroſe, who play 

with Godand with their owne ſoule. Youmuſt not 
(lay they) ſeeke for the vigour and life of 'teligion is 
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the hearts.of young men; For youth, as the prouerbe 


...; Mmerandrhewinter of our ageare vnfitfor Gods fer- |: 
: .- Vice. But let vs notthus cheate our {clues. It God bee 
 God;let vs follow him 3 let vs not put off the day of 


will docit,when yet we cannot tell, what ſhall bee ra |: 


1s,muſt h 4ue his L{winge: Neither can you. expect it 1n 5 
the.company of the aged: forhcir age , andthoſe diſ@ Þ! 
tempers,whichaccompany it, make them a burden ro 
themſelues and dulls the edge of their intentions vnto 
all their {erious vederſtandings. Thus both the fum- 


EO OO Hl 02 Non 0g 


reconciliation , and ſay in our hearts tro morrow wee 


morrow:for whatis our life © It 1s even a vapour,thar 
4ppearcs for a little time and afterwards vaniſhcth a- |? 
way. Hence it was that «Macedonins , being inunted 4 | 
day before co. a feaſt ,,repliedto the meſfenger, why 
doth thy Maſterinuite me for to, morrow , whereas = 
tor this many, ycares Lhaue not promifed ro- my ſelfe 
one daics lite? Nemo.mortem ſatis caver,niſi qui ſemper 
cavet ie, No,man dreads death as he ought , but hee 
that alwaics expects his ſummons:; andtherefore wee 
may truly iudge ſuch men wotully ſecure,and wiltull 
contemners.ot the furure good, who can goeto their 
beds,and reſt on their pillowes inthe apprehention of | 
their knowne ſinnes,wichout a particular humiliation 
for them... Fqr how oft dotha ſuddain &-ynexpected 
death arreſtmen? We ſec and knowe in ourdayly ex- 
perience,many lay. themielues toſleepe an health; and 
fatery,ycrare found degdin.the morning: Thus fud- 
dainly arc Altea from their quiet repoſets their 
trrecoverable 1udgemenc , perchance;fromitheir fea- 
thers to flames. of fire; ſuchisthe frayle condition. of 
T £3 our 
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our brittle lines, within the ſma!l particic of an houre, -F 
| HLucandficken, and dye: yet fo grofſe is our blind- 
| nefle, that from one day to another , nay from one 
 yeareto another, wee triflingly put off the reforma- 
tion ofourlives, vnti}l our laſt houre creepes on vs 
 vnlooktfor,anddragges vs tocternity. + 
2 - Saint Auguſtine ſtriving with all his endeavours 
| againſtthebackwardnefle and (lownefle ofthis owne 
'} hearttoturneto the Lord, bitrerly complained with- 
> i1nhimlſelfe, @uamdin, quamdin,cras,cras?! © Onare non 
3 hac hora fines turpitudins mee? Howlong {faith he) 
o bow long ſhall 1 delude my foule with to mor- 
rowcs repentance? Why ſhould not this hourerer. 
minate my fſinfulnefle? Wee are every minute at the 
brinke of death, and every houre, that wee paſlc 
through,might proue (for ought we know) the even- 
ins of our whole life, and the very cloſe of our mor- 
rality. Now if it ſhould pleaſe God to take away 
our ſoules from vs this night, (as ſuddenly falls out 
to ſome) what would then become of vs? In what E- 
ternity ſhould wee be found? Whether amongſt the 
damned, orthe bleſſed ? Happy were itfor vs, it wee 
were butas carefull for the welfare of our {oules, as 
wee are curious for the adorning of our bodies-1t our 
clothes or faces doe contract any blot or foiling, wec 
preſently endeavourto cleanſe the ſame: But though 
ourſoules lye inthralled inthe pollutions of finne,this 
alas we feele not; it neither provokes: vs to! ſhame, 
nor moues vs to ſorrow, Wherefore lct' vs looke 
Z mtoour hearts witha {evearer eye: Letthe ſhortnefle 
= #efourdaicsſtirre vs vpto the amendment of our frn- 
m © | tall 
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Full lives; & let the houre,wherein we haue ſinned, be 
the beginning of our reformation , according to that 
of St Ambroſe, agenda eſt penitentia, nou ſolum ſolicit? 
verum etiam mature,4.e. our repentance mult be, not 
only ſincere, buttimely alſo,whileſt wee haue the 
light, let vs walke as children of thelight : Let vs not 
any longer cheate our ſoules in ſtudying to invent e- 
vaſions or pretences for our ſfinnes ; but rather lay o- 
pen our ſores, and ſeeke tothetrue Phyſprian, that can 
heale them. All the creatures vnder the ſunne doe 
naturally intend their ownepreſervation and defire 
that happineſſe,which is agrecable totheir nature - 
onely manis negligent, and impiouſly careleſſe of 
his owne welfare. Wee ſee the Hart, when hee is ſtri- 
kenand wounded, lookes ſpeedily for a certaine 
hearbe,well knowne vnto him by a kinde of natu- 
rall inſtin&; and when he hath found it, applies it to 
the wound, The ſwallow, when her young ones are 
blind, knowes how toprocure them their-fight by 
the vie of her Celandine: But wee alas are. wounded, 
yet ſeeke for no remedy; weegoe cuſtomarily to our 
bedds, to our tables, to our good company; but who 


is hethat obſerues his conſtant courſe of praier, of 
repentance; of hearty, and ſincere humiliation for his 


ſinnes? Wee goe forward ſtill in our old way, and 
jogge on inthe ſame rode: Though our judgement 
haſten, hell threaten,, death ſtand at the doore, yet 
we thruſt, onward ſtill; & in dulcem declinamus lumi- 
na ſomnum: Bur alas miſerable ſoulesas we are, can 
weeembrace quict reſts and' vninterrupred fleepes 
with ſuch wounded conſciences? Canwee be fo ſc- 


cure 
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Cure, being ſo neare our time? | 

But you will fay , wee haue pafled already many 
nights without danger; no ficknefle in the night hath 
betalne vs hitherto , why then ſhould any feare of 


death amaze or trouble vs? 


Admit all this , yea bee not too confident , one 


houre may effect that, which a thouſand yeares could 
not produce: and thinke with your {elues, vyhar a lit. 
tle diſtance there is, betweene your ſ{oules and death: 
Let measke the ſtrongeſt of men on earth, whatcer- 
tainty of life canſt thou promile thy ſelte, fecing that 
either a little bone in thy throat may choake thee, or 
a tile from thy houſe may braine thee, or ſome ma- 
lignant ayre may poyſon thee, and then where art 
thou? Thereare a thouſand waies, whereby ſuddain- 
ly a man may come to his end; and certaine it 15 that; 
Mors illa maxime improviſa eſt, cuins vita pracedens 
non fuit provida, t.e. that deathi> the ſuddaineRt, 
which 1s nor v{hered in witha foregoing preparation. 
Itis therefore a {peciall point of wiſdome to thinke 
every day our laſt, yea toaccount every houre the 
period of our lives. For Jooke how many pores there 
are inthe body, fo many windowes are there- to let 
in death: yea we carry our deaths continually about 


vs in our boſomes; and who can promiſe himſelte his 
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life till rhe evening? Hath not our owne experience | 


thownevs many, whoſe fleepes in their beds haue- 
proucd fteepes ynto death , who haue beene carried 
from their chamberstotheir graue ? Death- doth nor 
alwaies ſend forth her harbingers to. giue notice of. 


ſhee often preflerh.in vnlooke for, and. 


F 


her comming; 


ſuddenly. 
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ſuddainly attached the vnprovided ſoule. Watch 
therefore,becauſe yee know nenther the day, nor the 
hourc- worke whileſt yee hane the day; for the night 
comes, wherein no man can worke : looke towards 
thy evcning; and caſt thy thoughts vpon that long E. 
Quatis quiſq; fernity; Death firſt orlaſt will apprehend thee: expect 
 inhacvia ijttherefore atevery turne,and of this aſſurethy ſelte, 
Mor, AR * as death leaueth thee,ſo ſhall iudgement finde thee. 
mo judicabi- How improvidently ſecure thenare thoſe, who ſet vp 
rar, their reſt inthe comforts of this lite, and overly-re- 
gard their erernall welfare? This is the generall care- 
leſneſle of our times. _ | 
. -If a manhaue a perpetuity but of fiue ſhillings 
yearely rent, what travell and paines and ſweat, what 
beating of . his braine and exhauſting of his treaſure 
will he runne through, before he will looſe one dram 
of his right? Yetour eternall inheritance is caſt be. 
hind vs, and vndervalued as a trifle, not worth the 
ſeeking; and this ſhewes our ſmall loue toour home: 
for wee little eſteeme of that, which wee take ſmall 
paines for . All other things which conduce to our | 
remporall well being, wee ſecke with circumſpecti- - 7 
on, andenioy them with content;but matters of Erer-= | 
nity, wee conceiue of, as things farre diſtant from vs, 
wee Icarcely entertainethem in our thoughts . Wee 
buſy not our vnderſtandings in the ſearch of thoſe 
things which we lee not; things preſent, and; obvious 
t9;0ur fight doebeſt affet vs; weeare: ill-ſighted.vp- 
ward,weake and dimime eyes haue wee towards hea- 
NF om 354-95, ned 15k 01 2331901 
Thezryth.of this appeares eyen-in children, who 
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preſently even from the cradle, . drinke in the rudi- 
ments of vice; they learne to{weare, riot, drinke and 
the like enormities with the {malleſt teaching.,; but 
they are vtterly indiſpoſed to any vertuous inclinati. 
ons. They ſoone apprehend what belongs to the cu- 
riofity of behaviour, and deportment of the body, & 
the faſhions ofthe times;Hoc dzſcunt omnes ante Alpha 
& Beta puelli, but for Heaven and that Eternity, they 
are wholly averſe from it, they are vtterly vncapable 
of the things aboue; they carry about them, as the l1- 
very of their firſt parents, not only anindiſpoſition, 
but a very oppoſition to goodnefle: And whereas for 
othcr imployments and vndertakings, they haue -cer. 
taine naturall notions in them, bending their 4ntents. 
ons to naturall workes, ſome one way and ſome ano. 
ther; yerthey have not{o much as a naturall appre- 


hendion of the things of God, * Thus itis with chil 


4 


dren , andthus it is withall men, even thoſe of the CO _ f 
ripeſt, and moſt peircing vnderſtanding , vntill the Oo _ | 
light of Gods ſpirit hath ſhined. on their hearts and Cocoon | 
powerfully wrought ſome {pirituall, holy diſpoſiti- 1 
ons in them. The naturall man (faith the Apoſtle) xer- 

ther doth, nor can diſcernethethings that are of ,God. 

O how infinitely-miferable and deplorable is his 

ſtate, who hauing neither knowledge of the true life, 

nor poſſibility,of himſelie to-finde 1t out: * yet runnes 6, .cutgc 
on {ccurely in his damned way, vntill he fall woeful- a parria exul- 
ly and irrevocably .intothe pit, where -heewill not **in via | 
haue, (no not whenhee hath vncomfortably worne þ 
outmillions of yeares) theleaſt intermiſſion of ſor- \ 
raw, or drop i re oc orhope of pardon? Here 
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on earth malefattors con demned to dye, haverhi 
comfort (though wretched ) that one houre com. 
monly terminates all their griefes in this life: But the 
torments of the damned arenot concluded inan age; 
nay the end and period of ten thouſand yeares will 
notendrtheir ſorrowe: And this is it which addes 
more totheir ſufferinvs, even their vahappy know- 
ledge of the perpetuity of them ;'' they haue not ſo 
much as any hope of reteaſement. 

Hope tn this life hath ſucha power in it, that it can 
yeeld ſome comfort inthe-middeſt of trouble; : The 
fickeman,whileſt his ſoule is in him, he hath hope. 
but after this life , this ſmall refreſhment is derited 
the damned, all their hope is turned into deſperation. 
The Propher D aniell,cap. 4+ 14. heard the voice 
of an holy one, crying , ' hew downe thetree, and cut 
off his branches - ſhake of hes Teanes; ; anflſcatter hu four, 


nenerthile e leave the e ſlumpe of bis vott' in the earth. 


Thus itis with meninthis world faith 4mbrofe, their 
leauesandthejr flowers are ſhiken; their delights arc 
taken'from them; bur rhe rootes remaine, md their 
HOPE 1S-NOt aboliſhed. But it 18 hot ſoin hell-(ſaith he) 


There both flower and fturnpei nay and evenall hope 
too, are baniſhed away fromthem... The day of the 


Zord,famh the Propher Malachy, ſhall burnethem vp, 
and Jeaue theranenher rbote nor branch. The vet 


hope, faith Salomon;of the wicked ſhall periſh; what 
ſhould this teach vs, but whileſt our hoperemaines to. 
unprouc our few daiesto our beſt advantage,to-make 


{traighter parhs to our felues, to abridge our inordt- 
nate appetites in ſome meaſure of their vai 8& fritit- 
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lefſe ioyes;and with all the power of our affeQtions 
ſtriueto attaine that hauen, where no billow ſhall af- 


ac {i fabulaeſſet omnis eternitas; wee oliueas though | 
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fright vs, no ſtormes aſtoniſhvs, no perills indanger 

vs? Then ſhall our diſſolution proue our gaine, and 

our death our glory: if otherwiſe wee perfitt wiltully 

inthe paths of our voluptuouſaecſle, and ſolace our 

{clues inthe vaine toyes of our owne hearts, and in 

the fight of our eyes; certainly it will be bitterneſle in 

the lattcrend, * All our earthly delights will glide a- _ {| 

way like a ſwift-river.: The rezoycing of the wicked is —_— —_ 

ſhort faith 0b, and the toy of a ſinner 15 but for a mo- cupar, 

”ent. Though his excellency mount vp to the hea- 

ven, and his head reach vnto the cloudes, yet ſhall he 

periſh for ever like his dongue, but the righteous is 

Ike aſtrong mountaine and he ſhall bee had in ever- 

laſting remembrance. Loi lot 
Whereforetodraw to a concluſion, iuſt occaſion 

mighr here be taken for deploring the negligence,and 

vnhappy condition of our times, Where arethere a- 

ny that take into theirthoughts the due confiderati. 

on of the time to'come? Where ſhall wee. finde any 

truly provident for immortality? S:c plerig, vivimus, 


wee conceiued of Eternity, but asof a fable, or a 
dreame; the ſweete allurements of fin doe fo ſtrange. f 
ly beguile many, that by gentle degrees they oblite- 
rateandextinguith in them all loueof vertue, and the | 
very inclinations themſcluesto any thing, that may | 
be truly tearmed good. [- 
Butler vs no longerdelude our {clues by fancying [1 
a perpetuity onearth, behold the judge ans 1 

H 2 the | 
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| <:omento f rhe doore: t The ſtrongeſt holds in theWorld willnor 
| golearerems PE AÞIcto detaine vs one minute, when God ſhall bc 


Y | tas. | pleaſed to call for our ſoules :andtherefore|! let vs be- 
| os . fore all things haue continually in our fight the laſt 
| haveamusdi- Cay:and let vs every moment fcare the puniſhments 
WL em vicimum, of eternall paines. 

W & momentis | | 

WW fiogulis ſup - | | | 

plicia tiruca- | CHAP, IIL, 


mus dojotum MA | 4 | | 
zrernozum, = Certarne concluſions drawne from the ſerious ana 


devoute conſideration of Etermty. 


The firſt concluſion. 
F they,who-runne on in any notorious finne,did 
 butrightly weigh how faſt they goe towards the 


| 
4 : 
eo | 


i 
| 

' 
bo 

| 


| | Confeo de- Mand Or ſtroke of God, they may bee vnavoidably 
j api turl'd to death. and deſtru@ion: ). Certainely they 
IF cudo 9. would not for all the kingdomes in-Zurope,forallthe 
jy) eur: treaſures of Aſa, nay not for the whole world , de- 
| terre their repentance one houre ; much. lefſe would 
they goe ſoconfidently to their beds, without feare 
or-horror, being ſ{o.neare the pits brinke; and lying 


Omnia fip er» | | 

Conia ®Per* (oli parcas anime, * what ever become of. all- other 

WU fervare me- things, yer hauca ſpeciall care for the ſalvation of thy 
Sos thy 


Ent. pretious {oule, 
The ſtcond concluſion. 


L Eternity of terments, (fince that by the leaſt com-- 


inthe danger of ſo-great a ſinne. For what would 
it profit a man, to winne the whole world, and- looſe. 
hisſoule? wherefore whoeuer thouart Null; parcas vt 


_ The greateſt partof men doe not belieuethis Fter-. 
nity,whichſball vndoubtedly. follow<either in Hea-- 
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ven, or Hell to all; For were they aſſured of that 


truth, they would ſhew more evident proofe thereof 
inthe reformation of their lives. Some indeede will 
leeme to credit it in their words, but deny it intheir 
actions. Their apprehenſions and conceits may per- 
chance ſometimes glance at it, vpon {omecheccke- of 
conſcience, it being as a thorne in their ſides, and a 
mountaine intheir way towards their earthly con- 
tentment; but they are ſoone taken off. Such thoughts 
haue no rooting inthe ground of their hearts, butare 


; O CY 
uddenly choaked by ſome intervenient imploy- 
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 ments:they are commonly nptin their very bud, and 

* Killedintheirbirth; So that they never cometo any 

* Hlue. Thus many there are, who t runne headlong and Kates a0 x4 
| blindfoldrorhfir long home, like the rich glutton in unr,ex qua | 


-* the Goſpell, which never began to open his eyes and mnquamex- 
'? lookevpwards, till he was in torment: All the while 2% 
\} heliued onearth, his cycs were ſhut vp, and when it 
': wastoo late, namely when he was throwne to hell, 

| then began hetolooke vpward andabout him: And 
'} _certainely it is no marvaile,this rich glutton, and ma- 
| ny morc like him, haſtenthus vnhappily ro-their vn-. 
evitable downefall. 

For they goe onin a pleaſing and ealy way . And 

they are never ſenſible that they are out of the way, ,, $:. como. 
till they arriue ar: the end of their journey. All miſe- ararſedin 6. 
3 ry liesintheclole of the day, For out of thepit isno #18. 
-* redemption: when once the ſoule is. ſpit vpon this (ut, feddifo, o 
3 rocke, it gives to the world his everlaſting farewell, cer &terrer. [4 

2 sccording tothat of 1ob.cap.7.9. as the cloud vaniſh- * minus. |, 
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* ethand goeth away; ſo he that goes downe to the grane, 
C | H.3 ſhall. 
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ſhall come vp no more, hee ſhall returne no moreto his 
houſe, neither ſhall his place know him any more. 
The third concluſion. 

Whoſocuer ſhall deſcend into himſelfe, and take 
a ſtri@t and ſerious view of this cternity, certainly 
the meditationthereot ſoundly digeſted,cannot bur 
terminate his deſires to a moderate and ſparing frui- 
tion, even of lawfull contentments. 

This will imbitter his carnall mirth , take off the 
edge from his ſweeteſt delights, and at length make 
bim ſay with Saſomor, TIſaid of laughter thou art 
madde, and of joy what doeſt thou? 

Itis recorded of LaJarms, that after hf$ reſurreCti= 
on from the dead, he was never {eeneto laugh; The 
ſtreame of his affetions were now fhrned into ano- 
ther Channell, his thoughts were fixt in heaven, 

Frernisin. hOugh his body was onearth , and therefore f hee 
hianci infaſti- Could not but ſlight temporall things, when his heart 
= _— was benttowards ecternall. Oh, that wee could worke 
cia,4 e, Ber, OUr hearts & {oules toa vehement thirſt after Chriſt, 
therrueeternity! that wee could cleaue to that rocke 

with ſtedfaſtneſle, and with vamoucable affections! |? 

Forif Chriſt be our end, our joy ſhall be endlefſe,zul- 

lo fine regnabis cum Chriſto, ſi ('hriſt tibi finis. 4 

10 The fourth concluſion. N 

The minde of manis {o much the more ſenſible of 7 
the evill preſent, by how muci lefſe it meditates on | 
the good to come. For hethat lookes towards the re. 
ward,will vilify the ſufferings. Saint Auſtin runs on | 
ſweetely in his meditations vpon this ſubie&; Eter- * 
nall labour, ſaithhe, is but an equall ws Wn I 

or | 
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 forancternallreſt. Burt if thou ſhouldeſt endure thts 
 eternall labour,thou could never arriue at thar eter- 
 nall reſt: Therefore haththe mercy of God ordained 
thy ſorrowesto be temporal], thatthy ioyes may bee 
etcrnall; and yer ſaith he, + who is there, rhinkes on 
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| Vbi eſt cogi- 
God as he ought? Such thoughts are irkefome to vs, ratio Der? ni- 


| 
2 Butfortemporall vanities we thinke of them with de- m7] co 
 lightzandenioy them with contentment: Now, faith giranones 
he, looke in and aboutthy lelfe, ſee where thou art; De: 4#g. 

God hath his hooke in thy noſtrills, and can plucke 
thee vp when he pleaſcrh: and though hee ſuffer thee \rpurm, qui 
(according tothy calculation) a long time, yet what is in luz exuirat 
tne longeſt time of man to Gods eternity? Yea © m0 
though thou ſhouldeſt lengthen outthy dates to ma- hamuro piſca- 
ny hundreths of yeares; yet ſtill rhou art tranſitory **. 4% 
and expoſed to the common condition of all men. 

Then fixe thy heart on God, and ſo enioying that eter- 

nity, thou ſhalt makethy ſelfeeternalland be not dil- 

couraged for thy tribulations, and daily diſquietings 

in this world: for ſuch is Gods love, ſuch. his abun- 

dant kindnefle rowards his cle; that hee t corrects j4.oDes rer- 
tnem here, to the end they might not bee condemned revis fzlici- 
with the world hereafter; $077 laborant quia flagellan- Gs —_ 
tur vt fil ,mali exnltant quia damnantur vt alient; yr alia quera- 
God ſpareth thoſe, who are aliens from grace, but wrfzbcirae, 
whom he chuſcth,he chaſtiſeth; Bee not therefore (1 © qrere® 
lay) caſt downe with any croffes whatſocuer,thar 
may betallthee inthis life, for the things that are pre- 

ſent,are temporall,but the things ro come are cter- 

nall. When we ſeethe friends of this world, the ea- 
gerembracers of the comforts of this life, vpon every. 
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Tummons of death ſtriue to deterre, what they cannot 
vtterly avoide, their corporall diflolutions'; oh how 
great care, what indefatigable diligence what reſt- 
lefle endeavours ſhould wevle, that wee might live 
forever? Let vs againe, and againe, meditate on theſe 
DER thingsand with due care forcice cternity, before wee 
cor, ſolace} YAEXpectedly tall into it. Certaineit is, 4 all things 
ſtac & non Paſle away in this life, only eternity hath no period: 
rrankbir #- let ys redecme the time, and worke while wee haue 
ou  theday;for ifwce negle@ good duties here, we ſhall 
never regaine the ie oormnity hereafrer . This 
life(ſaithNazianzen)is as it were our faireday or mar- 
ket.day, letvs now buy what wce want , whule the 
faire laſts, While we haue time let vs doe good vnto 
Tu dorwis al] men: * Happy isthe man that fo liues here, that 
OED the remembrance of his well-ſ{pent life may yeeld 
dormir, ſed him toy hereafter, For otherwiſe lewis hic neglect as, 
ambulat imo orernun: fit diſpendiumyz.e. A {mall neglect in the or- 
yolat. See  dering of our time in this world , will bee ſeconded 
ulis qui ſic DER hs Y 
vivunt, ficur With an cternall lofle inthe world to come. 
vixille le v0. | The fift concluſyon, 
lant cum mo - Pg” > LS | X 
riendum erix  Dcath is the ending our daies, not of our life. For 
faciancque ea when our day ſhall cloſe, and our time ſhall beeno 
quzm ZiT- ore. then ſhall our dearh conduct vs to a lite, 
nirateconfit>: - 7. 57 , 
cuti fecifle ſe Which will laſt for all Eternity: For we dye not here 
gaudebunt, to dye, butto liue for ever. Therefore the beſt guide 
-_ of our life is the conſideration of our death: and hee a- 
lone leads a life anſ{werable ro his Chriſtian proteſ1- 
on, who daily expects to leaue it. Me.thinkes 'its 
ſtrange-men ſhould be ſo induſtriouſly carefull to a- 
voide theirdeath, and ſo carclefly improvident of the 
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life tocome, when as nothing makes death bad, but 
that eſtate whichfollowes it : but the reaſons, wee 
are ſpiritually blind and ſee not-, nor know, in this 
our day the things that belong to our'peace,wee haue 
naturally neither ſight nor feeling of the 1oyes to 
-come, But when God ſhall enlighten the darkneſle of 
Our mindes, and reveale his ſonne in vs when once 
the day dawneth;& that day-ſtarreariſeth in our hearts 
© then our death will be ourjoy, and the rejoycing 
of our hearts, then ſhall wee infinitely defire to bee 
diflolued and to be with Chrift. Let vs therefore with 
vnwearied endeavours labour to bring Chrift home 
to our hearts, and to keepe him there. Let vs aye to 
our {elues and to our Juſt here, that ſo in the world 
to come, we may everlaſtingly liue vnto Chriſt and 
1n him. , 
The ſixt con6luſion. | 
Now that we may bee the better incouraged to 
raiſe vpour indeavours to the attainement of this e- 
ternity ;Let vs ina word con(ider the abundant and 
the ever-flowing happineſle in the world. to come; 
neithereye hath ſeene nor eare hath heard,nor tongue 
can expreſlethe joyes that God hath provided for the 
that loue him. Saint Auguſtine being raviſhed with _. a 
the deſire of this lifc, breakerh out with an inflamed Ybu " mY 
wo--1 : .* ritmalom, | 
affection, how, great ſhall that happineſle bees, where nullum late- 
there can be no vncleane thing, where no good can bit bonum- 
be wanting; whereevery cteature doth praiſe and ad- | 
mire his Creator, whois allinall things. How great ?r=mmum wee || 
{hall that reward be, where the giver. of vertue ſhall nw 
be himſelfe, the xeward of vertuc - . how great-ſhall dedi. 
I that 
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thatabundance-he, where the author of all plenty, 
ſhallbe vnro-me, life-and ſoule,and rayment, health, 
and peace, and honour, and all things; yea the end 
and complear obiect of all my deftres: For in his pre. 
fence, is the fulneſle of joy,andat his right hand there 
is plealure for evermore. How great ſhallthat bleſ- 
ſednefle be, where we ſhall have the Lord our debtor, 

who hath promiled.rto reward our good deeds;where 

_ weeſlall haue the Lord for ourportion, who will be 
to vs, (as he was to. Abraham) our exceeding great. 


Sunne ſhallno more thine by day, nor the moone by 
Qur glory? How great thaltthat poſſeſſion be, where 
the heart ſhall poſſeſle whatſoever it ſhall deſire, and 
ſhall never be deprived of its poſſeſſions: Here will be 


rothe Saints an abundant, everlaſting, overflowing 


| Quics. wats .ceede it, Here 1s toy without ſadnefle, reſt * without 
{ non appeti- 


tuity withour.corruption. Here is the bearificall pre- 
ſence of God, the company of Saints, the: fociety of 


beholders can neverbe wearied- with; they alwaies 
 arethe flaggons of wine which comforted/vp Davrd, 
| ſorrowes which I had inmy-heart thy - comforts 


Inheaven, andonly in heauen is the rrue life. For 


reward ? How great ſhall that light bee , wherethe 


night; where God ſhall be our light, and the Zord 


banquet; no griefe can accompany it, no-{orrow ſuc... 
w— labour, wealth withour loſle, health withoutlanguor, 
DB abundance without defect, life without death, perpe- 
Angells. Here are pleaſures, whichthe mindes of the 
ſee them, and yer alwaies reioyce to {ee them: Theſe 


whenhe cried out, according tothe multitude of the 


 hayerefreſhed my ſoule: 1» celo eft vitavert witals, 


there - 
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there our memories ſhall liue inthe ijoyfull recorda- 
tion of all things'paſt, our vnderſtandings fhall' Iiue 
inthe knowledge of God; our wills ſhall live inthe 
fruition of all excellencies thatthey can wiſh tor, all 
our lenſes ſhall aboundin their ſeucrall delights.Here 
is that white ſtone, which Saint 70h (peakes of, even 
elory and immortality to them that overcome. Here 
15 that water of life which our Saviour Tpeakes of, 
whercot whoſoever drinkes ſhall never thirſt againe. 
Here is that river, the ſprings whereof make glad the 
; heartes of men: And how earneſtly are wee 1nvited 
ro theſe delights; come, buy wine and oyle without 
mony? Heaven is at fale,and thou maiſt buy itif thou Calum vens- 
wilt, and ſhrugnot at the grcatnefle ofthe price, giue lc cf a—_ 
butthy ſelfe tro God, and thou ſhalt hane it. And Ke 4909s NA 
who would not abandon his honours, his pride, Iis magnitudine: | 
credit, his friends, nay himſelte ? Who would not — 
be willing to paſſe through the gates of Hell, and in- ju, 44s, 
dire infernall torments for a ſeaſon, ſo he might bee 
ccrtaine of ſo glorious and eternall an inheritance 
hereafter? Let all the divells inbell (faith Saint Az- 
ſtine) beſet me round, let taſtings macerate my bo- Bone Teta a 
dy; let ſorrowes oppreſle my minde; let paines con- I! PTrentt 


. gs | = ” {zpins nos 2 
{ume iny fleſh;ler watchings dry me, or hear ſcorch teabijcis, 


= me,orcold freeze and contra me; let all theſe, and eames Koa 
= _ whatcancomemore, happen vnto mee, ſo I may 1- game, 


joy my Sauiour. For how excellent ſhall the glory of med. 
the iuſt be? how great their joy, wheneuery face ſhall 
ſhine as the tunne, When.or. S«w0ur ſhall martiall the 
Saints in their diſtin& orders, and ſhallrendertoeve- 
ry one according to his workes.? O were thy af- 
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tetions rightly ſ{etled on theſe heauenly manſions, | 
how abiect & vnderneath thee wouldeſt thou eſteeme 
tho(c things, which before thou ſetſt an high price 
vpon? As he which aſcends an high mountaine , 
when hecometh to the top thereof, findesthe middle 
ſteppes low & beneath him, which ſeemed to be high. 
to him while he ſtood in the bottome; ſo hee which 
ſends his thoughts to heauen, however hee eſteemed 
ofthe vaniſhing pleaſures ofthe world when his heart 
lay groucling on theearth below,now inthis his tran. 
ſcendency he ſees them vnder him8e vilihes the all in- 


WT PUR 


| regard of heauenly treaſures. Ler vs therefore cheer- 
| od a%  tully follow that adviſe of a Reverend Father: * Let 
i 3 fficatera vs here willingly part with that for heauen, which we 
! amncendur muſt firſt orlaſt neceſſarily leaue vponearth , and ler 


| 15. iriver all the ſtrength of our ſtudies , andthe very height of 


|| netponte <& Our endeauours bee diſpended. for the attainmentof 
þ) diftribuen- © eternity. For certaine it is howſoeuer wee live here 
"oo like ſecure people of a ſecure age, and howeuer'we la- 
viſhour the ſtrength and flowre of our dajes,asif wee 
ſhould never account for it;yet our iudgement is-moſt- 
{ure , and thallnotbee avoided : The ſentence ofthe 
Iudge will beone day moſt aſfuredly publiſhed , and 
ſhall not be revaked: Wee muſt all appeare { ſaith Saint 
_ Paul) beforethe iudgement ſeat of Chriſt , that euery one 
way receaue the things done in bs body , according to 
that he hat h done whether it be goodorbad. Then ſhall 
our wickednefle be brought to light which now lies 
hid indarknefſe. 7 ſaw#hedead (faith S.lohn,Rev.zo. 
412.)bothgreat and ſmall ftand before God, and the books 
were opened and anatber booke was opened mee 4s 
| 100KE- 
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booke of life,andthe dead were indged of thoſe things 
which were written in the bookes , according to theiy 
workes, and whoſoeuer was not found written inthe book 
of life was caſt into the lake of fire, Thus it is evident, 
every man ſhall giue vp his account; euery foule ſhall 
firſt or laſt cometohis reckning: Multorum vocatio, 
paucorum eleftio,omnium retributio, many are called, 
tew choſen,but al rewarded according to their decds. 
Oh then lct vs prepare our {clues to meet our God : 
letys come before him with feare , and tremble at his 
iudgements. Feare not him (faith our Sauiour ) who 
when he hath killed the body , can doe no more , but feare 
him,who can caſt both ſoule and body to hell, I ſay hims 
feare, Oh how many of the Saints of God trembled Quories diem 
andquaked when they haue meditated vpon the laſt !\um cogito 
wdgement. Hierome faith , as oft as Ithinke of that roo aaa 
day, how doth my whole body quake , and my heart TimeoGehen 
within me tremble? * Cyri{/{aith, I am afraid of Hell, 7 Tre 
becauſe the worme there diesnot , and the fire never 

goeth out :1 horribly tremble ( ſaith Bernard) at the of arnoy 
teeth ofthatinfernall beaſt, Who will giue to mine Jj* niet 
eyes({aith he) a fountaine ofteares,that by my wee- miſco, quiz 
ping here , I may prevent weeping and gnaſhing of 4bitoculis 
teeth hereafter? Letthe examples of theſe Saints of Bong 
God ſtirrevp in our hearts the like affeftions. Let it vepreveniam 
be the pitch of our deſires, and the higheſt ſtraine of nga m__ 
all ourendeauours, to artaine thoſe heauely manſions gearium. 
which our Savtour hath prouided for vs;and to avoid ymencane- 


thoſe endleſſe,caſelefle games which God hath pre. uneſt quod. 


pared for the Diuell and his Angels. Who would deleQat,zrer- . 


num quod . 


2aine thepurchaſe of a ſhort and tranſient pleaſure, cruciar, 
| I 3 at 
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at ſo high a rate, as theheavy price of eternall fire ? 
Beſides how ſhall our tender bodies, which ſo ſhrinke 
at the prick-ot a pin,or flame of a candle endure thoſe 

laſting preflures 7 
Whocan dwell ( ſaith the Prophet ) with eternall 
fire, who can abide with cuerlaſtiog burnings? Oh,let 
vs ſet before our eyes the judgement to come, and 
whatſoeuer we findeour ſelues worthy to be condem- 
 nedfor,by the juſt Iudge atthat day.1Let vs firſt con- 

Ceſſat vin% 1:rmne our ſelues; for where mans conuerſion begins 
Qa divina, fi J TERS 
conveiſio there Gods diſpleaſure maketh his period. Excellent 
precurratbu- jc that aduiſe of S. Gregory weigh (faith he )and con{t- 
D'S dertheerrors of thy life while thy time ſerues; Trem« 
Culpam tuam ble atthat ſtrict judgement to-come while thou haſt 
(One. health, leaſt thou heare that bitter ſentence (-Goe yee 
, co6kg La curſed) goe forth againſtthee when it 1s too Jate, Did 


ri iudicii(dum man knowe what time he ſhould leaue the world, hee 
yales ) exhor- 


votes exe Might proportion his time, ſometo pleaſure, 8 ſome 
amaram ſen tO repentance. But hee that hath promiſed pardon ts 
rentiaw audi the penitent, hath not aſſured the finner ofan houres 
Fan _ life. Since therefore wecan neither preuent, nor fore- 
FAY ſcedeath, let vs alwaies expect it, and prouide for it. 
Let vs dyeto our finnes here, that wee may liue to 
Chriſt hereafter, andlet vs ſuffer with Chriſt in this 
world, that we may reioyce and raigne with him in 
the world tocome. Recuſat eſſe in corpore,qui non vult 
odium ſuſtinere cum capite. When we depart this lite, 
we goe to ancternity, toan cternity I ſay, which ſhall 
ncuer end,toan eternity que facit omne bonum infinite 
melius,et omne malum , infinite moleſtias , which ma- 
keth cuery goodaGtioninfinitely better, and euery e- 


vill 
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vill action infinitely worſe. Oh the vnhappineſſe and 
everlaſting woe of thoſe men, who preferre the ſmall 
and trifling things of this life , before the eternall 
welght of glory hereafter: who to enioy the ſhort 
comfort of a miſerable life here, are content to looſe 


_ thepreſence of Godard (ocrety of Angells hereafter, 


A PRAYER. | 
O Mercifull God thou that art the eternall truth, the 


true charity, and long eternity, (6 illuminate the 
blindneſſe of our vnderſtandings that the ſerious conſj- 
deration of our ſhort and tranſitory miſeries which wee 
runthrough in this life,may drive vs to amore feeling 
apprehenſion of thoſe eternall paines which abide vs 1 
theworld to come Settle our hearts wpon the true toy, 
teach ws ſo topoſſeſſe theſe tranſient things, that we looſe 
not the enduring ſubſtance, ſo to lament our ſinnes ,that 
we may eſcape the puniſhment,ſo to proceed in the way, 
that we fayle not of our iournies end, Amen, Amen. 


FINTIS. 
Theſe faults are to be corredted infme Copies. 
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